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Grace and peace to you.

This is the second week of using the Narrative Lectionary, and, although still in the
beginning of Genesis, we’ve skipped a few chapters and quite a few generations, between
Noah and Abraham. | had never stopped to wonder if the two are related, but since this
week’s story is about the descendants of Abraham — his family tree, it piqued my
curiosity! And, sure enough, those chapters we skipped outline how Noah’s descendants
(with a focus on the line of his son, Shem) obeyed God’s commandment to “be fruitful
and multiply.” Also, of note, Noah cursed his son Ham for embarrassing him, and Ham’s
son was Canaan. So, Abraham, descended from Shem, is distant cousins with the
Canaanites whose land he is promised.

But, as interesting as that little Bible lesson is, what is God up to within and through
this story? I see God repairing ruptures in Abraham’s story. Even though it has been used
as a reason to divide people into chosen and not, recipients of the promised land or not,
God’s movement here is to bring together the sides of a wound to be knit back together as
it heals.

God says to Abram (not yet renamed): “To your offspring I will give this land” (Gen
12:7). But who are Abram’s offspring? Who are his descendants, his children? How
many children does he have? With his wife, Sarah (still Sarai at this point), many years
from now he has his son, Isaac. But in all those years of sorrow and struggle with
infertility, Sarai’s maid, Hagar is forced to carry and birth a child as well: Abraham’s first
son, Ishmael. Isaac and Ishmael are thought of as the branching point of the Semitic
peoples (Semitic because they descend through Abraham from Noah’s son Shem!):
Hebrew-speaking and Arabic speaking people are Semites.

Did you know that Semitic refers not to religion or race, but to language-based
ethnicity!? Self-identified Palestinian-Arab-Christian-Israeli priest and author, Father
Elias Chacour titled his memoir of his childhood in Palestine and Israel before and after
1948: Blood Brothers, because his father taught him that their Jewish neighbors were
indeed his brothers and sisters extended family, tracing back to Abraham. God promised
both mothers, Sarah and Hagar, that her son (their sons) would be the beginning of a
great nation, an important people. Neither Isaac nor Ishmael were abandoned by God’s
promise to their shared father, despite the understandably bad blood between their
mothers. God was and is at work, repairing the ruptures within this family tree.

If we look back a few verses earlier, God even goes so far to tell Abram: “I will bless
those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse, and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen 12:3). Things aren’t all good, and there are



consequences to bad behavior, but ultimately, God intends to bless who? ALL families
of the earth. We see this in the ministry of Jesus — countless generations later! Although
Jesus begins his ministry focused solely on what he calls “the lost sheep of Israel”
(Matthew 10:5-6), yet we heard his instructions to the eleven remaining disciples after his
resurrection: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (Matt 28:19). “All nations”
means all peoples — God is repairing the ruptures!

All people, no matter what language they speak, or which branch of the family tree
they trace their roots back to, all people are to be invited into relation with God — grafted
into God’s family tree. As Christians, we use language like adoption as God’s children,
or having been grafted into the tree of Abraham’s blessing, to describe our Gentile (not-
Jewish) connection to the Semitic family. Unless we happen to have descended from a
Jewish or Arab family, which some Christians are, our connection is pure grace — a free
gift. A wonderful gift to share, far and wide: truly the good news of Jesus Christ!

But this free gift calls us to more. When the Holy Spirit calls us to follow the Way of
Jesus, that discipleship is costly and carries requirements like doing justice, remaining
steadfast in kindness, all as we continue walking in humility with God. When we are
grafted into the Family Tree, we are called to be in relationship, in kin-ship with one
another and God. Jesus doesn’t once in scripture ask a follower to be in a personal
relationship, he asks us to love one another as a way of loving God who he says is as
close as a Father (or a Mother, or another nurturing caregiver). Jesus requires us to accept
one another as kin, as family, not just the folks sitting in a near-by pew who you like, but
those folks in that other pew you don’t like as much, and those folks across town who
sing different songs, and those folks across the globe who pray in a different way.

Father Gregory Boyle, Jesuit priest, author and founder of Homeboy Industries, wrote
in his book, Barking to the Choir: The Power of Radical Kinship:
“How do we tame this status quo that lulls us into blindly accepting the things
that divide us and keep us from our own holy longing for the mutuality of
kinship — a sure and certain sense that we belong to each other?"
Which is another way of saying: when the Holy Spirit prompts us to join the Way of
Jesus, to claim our baptismal calling to be disciples, to follow Jesus’ instructions to share
his Good News and to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations”:
How might we do that as kin-folk to all of God’s Beloved Children?
How might we participate in God’s ongoing work to repair ruptures?

Here’s a take-away to ponder as we sing our Hymn of the Day: we are chosen by God,
together as family, and called to invite others to share that joy, that unexpected glimmer
of God’s kingdom (kin-dom) on earth. Thanks be to God, amen.



