November 3, 2019—December 29, 2019

Christ Lutheran Church
Christ’s Kitchen is cookin’ again!!
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**Helping those who have more month than money**
After taking over a year’s break to deal with life, the Christ’s Kitchen teams are ready
to begin serving those in our community who need a little help.
And we could use YOUR help!!!
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We have 4 teams with good leadership, but we still need the
generosity of the congregation to provide ingredients for the meals.
Each month we will again post a sign-up form asking for needed ingredients.
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We will NOT be offering deliveries at this point. Deliveries were abused before so we
are encouraging all to come to the church to share the meal and the conversation.
Although we will not be recruiting drivers, we could still use kitchen volunteers to help
with prep, to man the drink and dessert carts, to serve the guests or to wash dishes.
The plan is to go back to providing a meal the last Wednesday of the month, but for
this fall, meal dates are:
October 30

November 20

December 18

ADVENT MID-WEEK SOUP SUPPERS AND HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER
We will again be having Advent Mid-week Soup Suppers and Holden Evening
Prayer. Soup Supper will be at 5:45 and Holden Evening Prayer at 6:30, on
December 4, 11, and 18. Come for one or both! A signup sheet for bringing soup or
rolls is on the bulletin board.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES:
Lessons and Carols - 5:00 pm
Candlelight Communion - 9:00 pm
The Lincoln County Health Department’s mobile clinic has offered to come give flu
shots after church service again this year. This will be scheduled for December for
anyone who hasn’t had a chance to get their yearly immunization against the flu
yet. The date in December will be announced when determined.
2020 Volunteer signups will be on November 17. Take the opportunity to let our
Stewardship Committee know what you’re interested in helping with in 2020 (or cross
your name off the existing list so we know not to call on you). Also Brawl of the Wild
will be on this date. Cheer on your favorite university by purchasing donuts for
corresponding team. Proceeds go to Lutheran Campus Ministry.
Volunteer Appreciation November 24 after service! Come have cake as we honor
those who have given of their time and talents through various ways towards the
ministry of Christ Lutheran Church in 2019!
Commitment Sunday will be Nov 24! As we come into Thanksgiving week we
consider how we can give back to our Creator as we return our pledge cards for
2020 estimated giving!
Submitted by Amy Smart
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Happy Halloween, Happy Thanksgiving....Merry Christmas?
I write these words at 1 o'clock in the morning just a few
days before Halloween. It seems we have a house
visitor -- a large, plump, healthy-looking BAT! Perfect
timing, I'd say. While our grandchildren 440 miles away
are decorating the front of their house with fake spiders
and bats, Jill and I are one-upping them with the real
thing! Bats are nice, don't get me wrong. I like bats!
They're good for the ecosystem and helpful at controlling bugs. But, honestly, when they buzz you no more than
a foot above your head when you're lying in bed trying to get some sleep, it's more than a little unnerving. Jill
thought she heard the sound of "flapping wings" in her half-sleep, which caused her to open her eyes just in time
to see the critter pass barely above her face. Up she shot out of bed -- and, with her scream, so did I. So here we
are at 1am, taking a momentary break in a relentless search to find our new friend and escort him (her?) not so
graciously out of the house.
Honestly, I never thought I'd be writing about bats and how, in at least one way, they remind me of my relationship
with Jesus. I can't help but ponder it, though, as I sit here in the middle of the night, wishing the little guy would
just let us find him, handle him, and transport him tenderly to freedom. Instead he exhausts himself trying to flee.
Whenever we get close enough to attempt a capture, he flies away.
We do that sometimes in our faith life, don't we? If anything, the Christmas gospel is the story of how God wasn't
content to love and care for us from far away, but chose instead to come near to us in human form, to personally
capture our hearts and lead us to freedom from hurtful ways and into a more satisfying, productive and healthy
way of living. We run, though. As little Louisa Von Trapp sang at bedtime in The Sound of Music, "I flit, I float, I
fleetly flee, I fly." That's us! We turn away from the choices and patterns of living that God prescribes for us, and
instead gravitate toward actions and attitudes that aren't all that good for us (or others). We hold grudges, we
engage in bad habits, we do what we know is not right, we treat others poorly. The list goes on. God says,
"Enough!" God comes to us in the baby Jesus -- "Emmanuel!" -- to rescue us from ourselves and invite us into a
new way of living.
I've been reading Max Lucado's book Next Door Savior. In it, he beautifully describes what God has done in the
Christmas Baby: "What a world God left, becoming a one-celled embryo and entering the womb of Mary. The God
of the universe kicked against the wall of a womb, was born into the poverty of a peasant, and spent his first night
in the feed trough of a cow. The God of the universe left the glory of heaven and moved into the neighborhood.
Our neighborhood! Who could have imagined he would do such a thing? Why? Because God loves to be with
the ones God loves."
That says it all. We may run from this Savior like the ever-elusive bat is running -- actually flying -- from Jill and
me this very minute. But thanks be to our very persistent God who will stop at nothing to seek us, pursue us,
gather us, rescue us and free us to new life. Why? Because God loves us that much.
Merry Christmas, people of Christ Lutheran Church! Happy Thanksgiving! (And, oh yes, Happy Halloween.) Now
if I can just find that bat…

Pastor Steve
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Greetings from your President:
Life is good! Our family at Christ Lutheran has so much to be thankful for. We continue to be in
transition, although everything seem things to be falling into place. We are so blessed that
Pastor Steve and Jill are here. I for one felt some of the weight lifted from my shoulders as he
assumed the position as Interim Pastor. I truly believe that his presence and guidance with us
was meant to be. Not all small congregations are fortunate to find interim Pastors so quickly.
We were blessed to have Pastor Steve already in our midst. We are truly grateful for his
willingness to lead and guide us through this transitional period. “Thank you God for sending us
your faithful servant.”
Our transition team has been selected and are busy with weekly meetings. We thank Carolyn S, Shirley C,
Kylie W, Mark P, Phil M, Karen E, Steve B and Greg R for their willingness to serve on this very important
team. Their main responsibility will be to complete the site profile that will lead a new Pastor to us. In the
coming months they will be seeking our guidance in the qualities that we feel will be important for our next
Pastor. This is your opportunity to share your opinions! I would encourage you to think and pray about
what you see for our future.
The Memorial Committee has been working to get additional bids for our new sound system. We expect
their recommendation in the next few weeks. We will need to have an additional Congregational meeting to
vote on the expenditures for this project as it more than likely will be over the limit that Council can approve.
Stay tuned! ☺
The Nominating Committee has been convened. If they approach you about serving in a leadership role for
the coming year (s), please give it prayerful consideration. I am a firm believer that true leaders don’t do all
the work. Their job is to empower their volunteers. We have so many members that are willing to volunteer
their time and talents; our council secretariats should be there to oversee and guide these volunteers. With
the exception of Pastor, your council is all female, I would love to see some men join this fantastic team.
If you haven’t had the opportunity to check out our council minutes, I would encourage you to take a look.
Posted each month in the hall outside of the office. We are currently working on the following items.
2020 Budget preparation – December 15th will be a budget information meeting after worship.
Annual staff evaluations will be taking place in the next month.
November will be a focus on Stewardship.
Annual meeting has been set for January 26th. Be thinking about your annual reports.
As I close, know that I will continue to pray for my church family and would ask the same for your leaders at
Christ Lutheran Church. God has a marvelous plan for this family of believers and with “GOD all things are
possible”.
Blessings
Barbara Anderson
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FROM GUSTAVO DRIAU
The following is an excerpt from the ELCA Newsletter from Gustavo Driau, our supported Missionary in
South America, in regards to his recent visit to Montana.
“ I am deeply grateful to the brothers and sisters in Christ who arranged transportation, coordinated my
housing, helped me to rest experiencing wonderful Montana BIG SKIES; set up time to share stories of
how I’ve seen God at work; invited me to small groups and Bible studies; and prayed for ELCA Global
Mission to grow and for the local leaders in South America to thrive in their work.”
“Thank you to all of you for welcoming me into your congregations and homes to share conversations,
reflections, and stories about the accompaniment to South America Lutheran Churches.”
**The entire newsletter is posted in the Fellowship Hall. Please note the picture of CLC ladies’ quilts!

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM ELCA GLOBAL MISSION
The migrants, who have fled their county, to be treated with dignity, respect, mercy, and compassion.
The ELCA Missionaries that are being called soon in Columbia, Brazil, and Bolivia.

PRAYER NEEDS:
Ruth Jacobs, Brenda Bosch, Bev Jacobs, Sara Whitehouse, Terrie Noser, Lynne Finley, KenniAnn
Schauer, Shirley McKean, Anita Rossing, Douglas Ren (Roberta Taylor’s brother), Linda Decker, Dorothy
Rowland, Jim & Patti Wardensky’s daughter Tabitha, Mike Wagner, Bridgette Fortenberry (Daughter of Sandy
and John Wagner, Larry Bowman, Family and friends of Howard Paullin, Family and friends of Joy Olson,
and all those in hospital and nursing homes and those serving in the armed services and all of their families.

Church Council Members:
Barb Anderson, President
Brenda Swanson, Vice President
Barb Neumann, Secretary
Ellen Frament, Treasurer
Vacant, Past President
Council Secretariats:
Amy Guth, Congregational Life
Naomi Nash, Education/Youth
Debbie Sonju, Evangelism
Sandy Wagner, Facilities
Anita Rossing, Social Ministry
Amy Smart, Stewardship
Ramona Baney, Worship
Youth Rep , Vacant

Nominating Committee
Susie Rice, Donna Havens, Shirley Chase, Jasmine Allen
Council Members: Amy Guth,
Endowment Fund Committee
Alvira Jones, President, Ellen Frament, Sandy Wagner ,
Dave Swanson, James Wardensky
Audit Committee: Susie Rice, Tom Jones, Valerie Day
Staff Support Committee:
Memorial Fund Committee:
Chloe Adamson, Shirley Chase, Debbie Sonju, Pr Roberta Smythe

Executive Committee Members:
Barb Anderson, President
Brenda Swanson, Vice President
Ellen Frament, Treasurer
Barb Benson Neumann, Secretary

skier56@frontiernet.net 291-9081
swanson59923@gmail.com 293-9686
eframent@gmail.com 283-1047
bbenson@mt.gov 293-7862
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Our book for November will be “The Kitchen House”
Kathleen Grissom, New York Times bestselling author of the highly anticipated Glory Over
Everything , established herself as a remarkable new talent with The Kitchen House , now a
contemporary classic. In this gripping novel, a dark secret threatens to expose the best and
worst in everyone tied to the estate at a thriving plantation in Virginia in the decades before
the Civil War. Orphaned during her passage from Ireland, young, white Lavinia arrives on
the steps of the kitchen house and is placed, as an indentured servant, under the care of
Belle, the master's illegitimate slave daughter. Lavinia learns to cook, clean, and serve food,
while guided by the quiet strength and love of her new family. In time, Lavinia is accepted
into the world of the big house, caring for the master's opium-addicted wife and befriending
his dangerous yet protective son. She attempts to straddle the worlds of the kitchen and big
house, but her skin color will forever set her apart from Belle and the other slaves. Through the unique eyes
of Lavinia and Belle, Grissom's debut novel unfolds in a heartbreaking and ultimately hopeful story of class,
race, dignity, deep-buried secrets, and familial bonds.
Books are available from Carol for $4 each.
Please mark Monday, November 25 on your calendar, 3:30 pm in the Fireside Room as the meeting date
and time for discussion.
As in former years, we will NOT have a book for December. We will resume in January.

BLUE CHRISTMAS
Christmas can be a painful time for some people. It may be the first Christmas without a loved family
member; it may be the first Christmas away from "home"; it may be a time that has always been
difficult; it may simply be that this particular Christmas is an especially anxious time in your life.
While the constant refrain on the radio and television, in shopping malls and churches, proclaims the
happiness of the season and joyful gatherings with family and friends, many people find these to be
reminders of what they have lost or have never had. The anguish of broken relationships, the
insecurity of unemployment, the weariness of ill health, the pain of isolation, the uncertainty of one’s
future - all these can lead to feelings of hurt and anxiety in the very midst of the celebrating and
spending going everywhere you look. Seldom does the Christmas season provide space and time to
acknowledge sadness and concern.
It’s time to change that. Blue Christmas is a worship experience that acknowledges the sunken spirits
of those who find it difficult to feel joy during this season of the year. As the days grow shorter and
the darkness fills more of each day, many of us need encouragement to fully live the days ahead of
us.
For these reasons, Christ Lutheran Church is offering a special “Blue Christmas” worship service on
the longest night of the year -- Friday, December 20th at 5pm. The service will be brief and informal,
but will be designed to acknowledge the hurts inside of us even as we remember the promises and
hope that God gives.
Come join in sharing and hearing prayers, scripture, reflection and song as we acknowledge God’s
presence in the lives of those who mourn, those who struggle and those who hurt. Everyone is
welcome.
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Christ Lutheran Church Transition Team Contact List
INPUT NEEDED: Please feel free to contact one of the following individuals with thoughts concerns and
vision for Christ Lutheran Church.
Steve Becker: 293-1930; s.nb.49@hotmail.com

Steve Olson: 293-3705; therevoly@gmail.com

Kylie Bland: 291-3451; kyschauss@gmail.com

Mark Petersen: mpetersen@frontiernet.net

Shirley Chase: 293-7023; shirleychase9209@gmail.com

Greg Rice: 283-1275; gregrice@frontiernet.net

Karen Enhelder: 293-9532; karenhelder@yahoo.com

Carolyn Stamy: 293-8638; carolynstamy@gmail.com

Phyll Mackey: 293-6225; am7pm@montanasky.tv

The Bell Choir is looking for members for Christmas performances. Kootenai Valley Ringers is
interested in preparing for Christmas performances but will need some new ringers. We welcome
anyone, Lutheran or not, so please pass the invitation on. No experience required, ability to read
music a plus but not a necessity. Almost anyone can ring bells and we’d love to have you. Contact
Barb Benson Neumann at 293-7862 or Peggy Taylor at rwpjtaylor@gmail.com, 293-6367.

Bethany Lutheran Church in Bigfork will be holding their Annual Lutefisk Dinner on Saturday, November
9th, from 2:00 pm-7:00 pm. Tickets are $18 at the door. A portion of the proceeds will be donated to
Veterans Food Pantry and Bigfork Food Bank. For more information, please contact the church office at
406-837-4387, Tuesday-Thursday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm. More details are posted on the Christ Lutheran Church
Narthex bulletin board.

FOOD ON THE FIRST
Sunday, November 3, will be our “Food on the First” Sunday, focusing on collecting any food that
you may have for the Food Pantry. If you can't bring food that day and want to contribute, you can
bring it in any time.

HOME SWEET HOME (Edited By Larry & Anne Alexander)
A newsletter dedicated to helping seniors stay in their own homes, September 2019 issue topic is
“Helping Seniors for 15 Years” Copies of this edition are available in the Narthex.
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DST ends Sunday, November 3. Set your clocks back 1 hr Saturday evening.

NEW CLC CUSTODIAN
The council is pleased to announce that Paul Baker has accepted the CLC
custodian position. Paul moved to Libby some 14 years ago with his wife Julia. He
is semi-retired and enjoys spending his spare time hunting, fishing, and berry
picking. He is also a great handyman who can help us with the many various “fix-it”
jobs that pop up within our aging building. Paul mostly works Monday and Friday
mornings so if you are at the Church please stop and introduce yourself. Welcome
to our CLC family Paul.

Thanks to the Christ Lutheran Church council and church members for the gift on my retirement.
After 17 years, it was time to retire. Thanks to everyone. A special thanks to Al Olson for his help.
Doug Jellesed
We would like to thank you for all your prayers, thoughts and kindness in our time of loss of Lynne.
Family of Lynne

HELP!!!
People are needed to help put quilts together for Lutheran World Relief.
Join us in the quilting room in the basement of the church on Monday afternoons at 1:15.
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Assistants at Worship for November 3, 2019 - December 29, 2019
November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24
November 27
December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22
December 24
December 24
December 29

Accompanist
LeAnn Hilderman(E-8)
Carol Rosenquist (E-4)
Ellen Frament (Feast)
LeAnn Hilderman (E-10)
LeAnn Hilderman (Thanksgiving Eve)
Carol Rosenquist (Morning Promise)
Carol Rosenquist (Morning Promise)
Ellen Frament (Morning Promise)
LeAnn Hilderman (Morning Promise)
Carol (Lessons/Carols) 5pm
LeAnn (Communion Service) 9pm
LeAnn Hilderman (E-8)

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24
November 27
December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22
December 24
December 24
December 29

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24
November 27
December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22
December 24
December 24
December 29

Lector
Naomi Nash
Vernie Tiwater
Chloe Adamson
Karen Enhelder
Marie Perez
Ramona Baney
Gloria Byrnes
LeAnn Hilderman
Marie Perez
Karen Enhelder 5pm
Ramona Baney 9pm
Jessica Adamson

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24
November 27
December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22
December 24
December 24
December 29

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24
November 27
December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22
December 24
December 24
December 29

Greeters
Alvira & Tom Jones
Tina Nitschke & Barb Hoff
Mary Beth Alkire & Pat Eblen
Mary Beth Alkire & Pat Eblen

Assisting Minister
Sandy Wagner
Brenda Swanson
Dave Swanson
Ramona Baney
Chloe Adamson
Sandy Wagner
Brenda Swanson
Amy Smart
Ramona Baney
Chloe Adamson 5pm
Sandy Wagner 9pm
Amy Smart

Ushers
Alvira & Tom Jones
Ramona & Don Baney
Rita & Mike Gillan
Margy & Les Nelson
Chloe & Jasmine
Kay & Allan Olson
Alvira & Tom Jones
Ramona & Don Baney
Susie & Greg Rice
Jan & Doug Jellesed

Sunday Coffee Clean-Up
November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24
November 27
December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22
December 24
December 24
December 29

Alvira & Tom Jones
Jean Sonju
Tina Nitschke & Marie Perez
Jean Sonju
Joan & Debbie Sonju

ALTAR CARE
November

December

11

UPCOMING EVENTS 2019
CLC UPCOMING EVENTS:
Oct 27 - Reformation Sunday/Wear Red
Oct 30 - CLC Choir Practice, 4:45 pm; Christ Kitchen, 5:00 pm
Oct 31 - Transition Team Meeting, 4:30 pm (FR)
Nov 1 - Executive Committee, Noon
Nov 3 - Food on the First; DST ends, move clock back 1 hr Saturday night

FLBC EVENTS
Nov 14-17 - Crazy About Quilting Retreat

OUTSIDE THE COMMUNITY
Nov 9 - 100th Anniversary Lutefisk Dinner at Bethany Lutheran Church, Big Fork; Full details posted on
CLC Narthex Bulletin Board; Some details in this newsletter.
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