November 4, 2018—January 27, 2019

Christ Lutheran Church
Inside this issue:
Several folks have asked about an adult course this year. I am
looking at a course titled: The American Protestant Experience: A
Free Market for Faith.
This is a natural follow up on last year’s course on the Protestant
Reformation as it explores how religion came to America and
developed on this side of the Atlantic.
"This series documents the eternal argument about the relationship between the
church and civil authority. The country's founders, seeing the intolerance of the early
immigrants, wisely sought to create a republic where faith could be practiced freely
but where a theocracy would be avoided. Twenty-five top church historians tell this
amazing story with support from images, films and music of the era.”
The ten sessions of the course begin with “The Reformation and The Enlightenment,”
and conclude with “The End of Christendom in America.” ( ! ! ! ). I am looking at
starting after Christmas and concluding before Easter. We will follow the same format
as previous classes, i.e., a 25 to 30 minute video presentation followed by about 30
minutes of guided discussion. Watch this space for more information. Pr Les

NEW BIBLE STUDY
Pastor Roberta is starting a Bible study on Wednesdays at 1:15 pm. The study will
be on the scriptures for the upcoming Sunday, and will last about an hour. Who
knows, you may even hear some of what we discuss in the content of Sunday’s
sermon! ~Pastor Roberta
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COMMUNITY THANKGIVING DINNER – NOVEMBER 22nd
The Community thanksgiving Dinner is Thanksgiving Day,
Thursday, November 22nd, 2-4 pm at the VFW Hall. We need
people to help with cooking turkeys (the turkeys will be provided—
you just need to cook them and make gravy from the juices). We
also need folks to make casseroles, mashed potatoes, and pies, and provide
rolls, olives, and pickles. We also need help setting up, delivering to the homebound, serving the meal, and cleaning up afterwards. If you can help with any of
this, please sign up on the sheets in the narthex. You are also invited to come
eat with us (whether you are able to help or not). Pr Roberta
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CLC Staff
Pastor .............Roberta Smythe
e-mail: clcpastor@kvis.net
President….Jeremy Hageness
Pr. Emeritus.........Les Nelson
Janitor…..... ....Doug Jellesed
Secretary......Janice McGarry
e-mail: clc@kvis.net

WAITING
As most of you know, I just got back from vacation. And a lot of my time was spent
waiting. Waiting for the planes (those on time and especially those delayed for several
hours), waiting for the shower (10 showers for 84 people), waiting to board the bus or
tundra buggies, watching and waiting to see polar bears and other arctic wildlife.
Fortunately, for me the waiting paid off. I made it to my destination and home again, I got
my showers, I got onto the bus and tundra buggies, and I did get to see polar bears and
other arctic wildlife. I may even have some good pictures of that wildlife (though I’m still
waiting for my computer to process them all).
Most, if not all, of us are waiting and watching for something. Few of us are completely content with our current
situation. Some have been waiting for hunting season, and for getting that deer, elk or antelope. Some are waiting
for college acceptance or a job. Some are waiting for retirement. Others are waiting for cures or treatments for their
disease, relief from their pain.
And it’s not just individuals who wait. Groups of people may wait as well. As a town and county, we wait for the
economy to improve, for industry to return to the area. As a state and country we wait to see what the results for the
November elections will bring. As a congregation, we may be waiting for more members, for younger members, for
our baptisms to out-number or at least keep pace with our funerals.
And then there’s the big wait this time of year: for Christmas. Costco already has Christmas decorations and gifts
out. Other stores will follow suit as soon as Halloween is done. There was a time when each holiday had its own
time and space: Halloween, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, then Christmas. But now we don’t even wait until
Thanksgiving anymore to start our Christmas shopping or decorating. We humans are not very good at waiting.
As Lutherans, we have yet one more event to experience before Christmas: Advent. I’ve heard from a number of
you that you aren’t a fan of the Advent season. Some don’t like the singing of Advent hymns instead of Christmas
carols. Some want to get the Christmas decorations up sooner. Others find the season itself a bit gloomy. And yet
the Advent season is not about gloom or sadness, but it is about waiting, again, something we’re not very good at.
Advent is not just about waiting. It is also about watching and preparing. What are we waiting and watching and
preparing for? For something wonderful: the Messiah, the Christ, the Savior of the world. It is a hopeful kind of
waiting. It is a joyous kind of waiting. And yes, it is sometimes a quiet sort of waiting, as we prepare our hearts and
minds for this coming of the savior.
May God grant you patience and success in whatever you may be waiting for in your life. And may we as a
congregation be granted patience and understanding as we wait and watch and prepare for Jesus during the
upcoming season of Advent.
Blessings,
Pastor Roberta
SEEKING NEWSLETTER EDITOR/CONTRIBUTORS
As many of you already know, we've reduced our newsletter to quarterly due in part to lack of content. However,
it has been suggested that there is a lot of potential content out there, we just need someone (or several
someones) to seek out that content and write it up. So, if you would be interested in either overseeing the
newsletter content, or writing articles for the newsletter, please let Pr Roberta or Jan McGarry know. Thanks!
Pr Roberta

PRAYER NEEDS:
Ruth Jacobs, Matthew White, Brenda Bosch, Bev Jacobs, Sara Whitehouse, Rob Benda, Jan Jellesed, Barb
Sears, Tami White, Sandy Solem, Terrie Noser, Lynne Finley, Delaine Lawson, Ann Odor, John Hantz, Howard
Paullin, Rita Windom, Larry Hebenstreit, KenniAnn Schauer, Marge Moe, Sandy Wagner, Brad Baeth, Don
Easton , Valerie Day, Family and friends of Dwight Dwello, and all those in hospital and nursing homes and those
serving in the armed services and all of their families. Jan McGarry

2

Jubilant Ringers Wow Attendees
If you missed it, you REALLY missed an amazing experience. The Jubilant Ringers, a youth bell choir
from Des Moines, Washington and one of FOUR bell choirs at Grace Lutheran Church, wowed the
audience with their performance at Christ Lutheran on August 13th. The choir consists of four – yes, only
four! – ringers whose mastery of what looked to be five octaves of bells plus chimes and other
instruments was a wonder to behold. The choir consists of two high school seniors (Emma Johnson and
Rebecca Kruger), a high school junior (Brooke Nelson) and a college sophomore (Kenny Kruger). The
director, Brian Tervo (who looks about 20 but has worked as a software Engineer at Microsoft for 20
years although maybe he started at an VERY early age) is also a published composer of bell music.
Brian did not direct each piece as these talented ringers obviously do not need a director when they
launch into a piece. The moms of Emma and Kenny and Becca were also along (sorry, I don’t recall their
names) and they, as well as Brian, jumped in on a couple of numbers where extra hands were needed
and all are obviously accomplished bell ringers themselves. Kenny and Rebecca’s mother also provided
piano accompaniment for Kenny’s trumpet sole and Rebecca’s saxophone solo and Emma’s mother
provided great commentary on the various pieces during the show. This group’s obvious enthusiasm and
delight in performing as well as their professional show presence added immensely to the enjoyment of
all of us sitting awestruck in the audience. They even passed out lollipops and had us all singing along to
“Lollipop” as a closing number.
All four students are accomplished musicians on instruments other than bells and are very involved in
other pursuits such as ballet for Brooke and being a master gamer for Kenny (that’s video gaming to you
mature “non-techy” adults) and all have ambitious plans for their respective futures.
The Kootenai Ringers hosted a reception afterward and the audience had the opportunity to visit with
these amazing young people, Brian and the two moms. Anyone who doubts the worth of “kids these
days” should have been there – you would certainly come away with a different opinion!
Barb Neumann

BRAWL OF THE WILD SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH
This is our annual "Brawl of the Wild," where we see which group of fans, Bobcats or
Grizzlies, can donate the most for campus ministry, and also who can eat the most donuts
(which will be decorated with the two teams' colors). So bring your campus ministry
offerings and your appetite! Pr Roberta

2019 BUDGET PREPARATIONS
The Council is currently working on the budget for 2019. In the interest of having congregational input into
the budget, there will be a discussion of the draft budget after worship on Sunday, December 9th. The
Council will then finalize the budget at its meeting on December 13th. Final congregational approval of the
budget will be at the annual meeting, scheduled for Sunday, January 20th after worship. ~Pastor Roberta
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KUDOS KORNER
The “Kudos Korner” section is where we can acknowledge praiseworthy actions that we’ve
witnessed in our church since the last newsletter. The idea is for people to anonymously
submit short descriptions or thanks for things they have seen happen within our church.
Individuals or groups should be acknowledged in these descriptions. Submit your
anonymous praises to the church secretary, either hand-written or email to clc@kvis.net. Kudos submissions for
this newsletter are:
To all the accompanists, who because of their commitment to their church and faith, give to each worship the
sound of music.

From the President:
It is hard to believe how quickly this year is going by. The Holiday Season is upon us. For the next few
months we will be inundated with decorations, traditions, commercials, gift ideas and gatherings to celebrate.
As we move through the holidays think of these messages to keep God in our hearts and at the top of our
thoughts.
The word “thanksgiving” is defined as the expression of gratitude. Our almighty God is who we need to show
the most thanksgiving to. One of the great messages in the Bible is to give thanks to God. Our God has
done so much for us. According to Psalm 100:4 we are to “enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts
with praise!” Christ, himself, was the perfect example of obeying this direction.
With that in mind remember to keep God with you throughout these holidays. As our fellow members, friends
and family watch us, we want to be examples of how God can transform our lives and bring us peace and unity. As a Christian community we can come together to show our strength in God, family and community to
those watching.
Jeremy Hageness

Church Council Members:
Jeremy Hageness, President
Barb Anderson, Vice President
Barb Neumann, Secretary
Ellen Frament, Treasurer
Steve Sonju, Past President
Council Secretariats:
Congregational Life, Vacant
Kirsten Kaiser, Education/Youth
Debbie Sonju, Evangelism
Daryl Nash, Facilities
Anita Rossing, Social Ministry
Sandy Wagner, Stewardship
Vernie Tiwater, Worship
Youth Rep , Vacant

Nominating Committee
Ramona Baney, Les Nelson, Sharyl Hurd, Gary Roberts
Council Members: Anita Rossing, Sandy Wagner
Endowment Fund Committee
Alvira Jones, President, Ellen Frament, Sandy Wagner ,
Dave Swanson, James Wardensky
Audit Committee: Susie Rice, Tom Jones, Valerie Day
Staff Support Committee:
Jean Becker, Donna Havens, LeWayen Kroeger, Duane Moeller
Memorial Fund Committee:
Chloe Adamson, Shirley Chase, Debbie Sonju

Executive Committee Members:
Jeremy Hageness, President
Barb Anderson, Vice President
Ellen Frament, Treasurer
Barb Benson Neumann, Secretary
Pastor Roberta

jeremy.hageness@goharlows.com 293-8845
skier56@frontiernet.net 291-9081
eframent@gmail.com 283-1047
crystalspringsranch@wildblue.net 293-7862
clcpastor@kvis.net 293-3705
4

“Every church doing a little”
Christ Lutheran is pleased to join with five congregations in the Libby/Troy area in Care Portal. This is a wonderful opportunity to support families in need and foster families as well. Social workers determine needs and
send requests to each church’s point person. Our point person is Patti Wardensky. When the request is received, it is sent to church members who have agreed to participate. Needs are varied and could be satisfied
by one person or multiple people from different churches. For more information, click here: https://
careportal.org/
Signing up does not obligate you to do anything but read the email request. If the request is something you’d
like to help with, then you respond. Otherwise, you don’t have to do anything.
If you would like to join us, please email: CarePortalCLC@gmail.com
Patti Wardensky

Endowment Board
The endowment Board has finalized all the expenditures for the 2018 year. The monies went to Lutheran
World Hunger, our missionary Gustavo Driau, and too Lutheran World Relief to go to Puerto Rico to help
with hurricane relief. Then for the church projects we got ideas from the council and decided to help with the
gutter repair needed around the church, and the lighting upgrade around the church in partnership with the
Flathead Electric Commercial Lighting Rebate Program. The lighting upgrade was necessary as fixtures and
bulbs were outdated.
We will meet again next year, so be thinking about projects that you know of that need help to
complete. There is a form in the office for you to fill out to let us hear about your project.
Alvira Jones. President
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Words from the Bishop: Gracias!

September 19, 2018

When Henri Nouwen was seeking meaning in his life by service, he decided to go to
Latin American to live among the poorest of the poor. He wanted to serve. He wanted to
help. What he found, instead of needy people, was grateful people—people who always
shared what little they had, people who looked out for the most vulnerable among
them. He went to Latin America thinking that he had so much to share. And he learned
that he received so much more than he was able to give. So he wrote a little book,
Gracias!, about his experience.
The eight people from the Montana Synod who spent nearly two weeks in Bolivia
visiting our companion synod could echo Nouwen’s experience: we received so much
more than we gave. We shouldn’t be surprised. That’s what accompaniment is all
about. It is not transactional. It is not about how much money one party has, nor how
much need another has. It is about relationship, walking together.
We were invited to Bolivia to walk with them through their celebration of 80 years as a Lutheran Church, and
to meet Lutherans from across the country. As we walked together, we found common interests, common
challenges, common goals. We spent a morning talking about lay ministry. In our conversations over the
years, we (Pastor Presidente Emilio and I) have discussed our joint interest in lay ministry. Last summer
when he visited from Bolivia, we spent an afternoon meeting with LPAs and learning about their
ministry. Last week, we spent a morning going into more detail about our program, including presentations
from 3 LPAs—Cynthia Thomas, Dave Scholten and Alex Tooley. We also heard about their lay ministry
program, and brainstormed about how we might cooperate. We are richer for the conversation. Gracias!
We spent time in Cobija, on the border with Brazil, and returned to the Galilea Centro, where lay pastor Luis
works with children. Because he has done such a good job with children with special needs, the public
school has asked him to take on more and more high needs children into the after-school program. And
because he has incorporated these children, volunteers have come along. And the church is growing. Luis’s
top concern has always been the children. At one point the entire leadership of the church consisted of
children. Now there are adults, too. Because Cobija is a border town, it is full of drugs, and children are
routinely recruited to be drug runners. Luis used to be outspoken against drugs. Because of threats to his
life, he is less vocal. Instead he provides alternatives—computers, music, woodworking, sports, traditional
culture. We were blessed to be in the presence of Luis and the children. Gracias!
The ministry in Cobija is supported by a cattle farm that was given to the church. Five years ago, at the
request of the church, our delegation included a cattle expert, who was asked to diagnose the problems with
the cattle and design a solution. A year or so later, the Montana Synod used our Assembly offering to help
out with the problem, which turned out to be lack of water. Our offering helped repair water damage in the
Centro, and set in place a system that will allow pumping of water from the stream to the cattle. Gracias!
We spent time in the opposite end of the country, in Tarija, not far from Argentina. Tarija is a lovely,
temperate city, that is so expensive that thousands of people have to live in the unincorporated barrios on
the outskirts of town. The IELB has a new ministry in 3 of the barrios—in one they are helping women grow
food in greenhouses. In another there is a ministry among children, with cooperation from the barrio. A lay
pastor (formerly a philosophy professor) oversees the ministries, teaches the children, helps with the
greenhouses. The plan is for these ministries to attract local leadership, generating more lay pastors, serving
more of the community. As we left the gathering of adults in the barrio, they said to us: “Don’t forget us.” We
won’t. Gracias!
The church in Bolivia is very grateful for the partnership with the Montana Synod over the years. Pastor Bob
Nilsen was the anchor in the relationship for many years, covering changes in leadership in both
churches. He was instrumental in raising scholarships for schools, and for raising money for the Jessica Crist
Retreat Center. The MTSWO started a scholarship in honor of Diana Hedegaard. Many congregations and
individuals have made contributions, large and small, over the years, to projects of the church in
Bolivia. Gracias!
And the church in Montana is very grateful for the partnership with the Bolivian church. We have been able to
walk alongside a Lutheran Church that is entirely indigenous and completely natural about it. Gracias! We
have learned about different models of lay ministry. Gracias! We have worshiped in a multilingual church in a
plurinational country. Gracias! We have seen a church working with partners—churches, NGOs, government
entities—to improve the welfare of the most marginalized people. Gracias! We have prayed and broken
bread with people who are proud of their Lutheran identity, surrounded by Catholics, Pentecostals and
traditionalists. Gracias!
Accompaniment is relationship. Gracias!
Jessica Crist, Obispa
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Words from the Bishop: One in Christ... Even when we disagree

October 3, 2018

I am writing this from Sydney, Australia, where I am representing the Presiding Bishop of the ELCA at
the Lutheran Church of Australia. This will be a busy convention, with some pretty
contentious issues. One of the most hotly debated issues is “the Ordination of women and men,” as the issue is now framed. Three times since 2000, the church has
voted on women’s ordination. Three times it has failed, the latest being in 2015,
when it fell just a few votes short of the needed 2/3.
As the chair of the ELCA’s 50th Anniversary of Women’s Ordination, I am not neutral on the subject. Our church decided the issue in 1970, and although we have
had some bumps in the road, we haven’t looked back. So, when Presiding Bishop
Eaton asked me to attend this meeting in a church in which women’s ordination was
not a settled issue, I was of two minds. On the one hand, I was eager to be a witness to the benefits of women’s ordination, of celebrating the leadership gifts of both women and
men. And on the other hand, I was loathe to go backwards, to relive the arguments that our church settled almost 5 decades earlier, and, if I am being brutally honest, I was wary of the kind of vulnerability it
would take to be a living representative of what this church is debating.
So, I am in Sydney, with the Lutheran Church of Australia, the only ordained woman in a crowd of about
600. As people notice me, they either welcome me warmly, or they avert their eyes. I am kind of used to
that. On official visits to Rome I have been cursed, spit at, and blessed. Once, my very presence as a
clergywoman at a papal gathering, caused 4000 people to gasp when I turned around. The official representative from the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod has not made an effort to speak with me.
At opening worship, I saw one other woman in a clergy shirt. She was a visiting Anglican. We looked at
each other. I said, “You are a pastor!” And she responded, “You are a Bishop!”
There are other international guests—from Cambodia, Hong Kong, Papua New Guinea, Indonesia. All,
with the exception of the LCMS, represent churches that ordain women, and have done so for some
time. The majority of the laity favor women’s ordination. So, it will come down to the clergy, who have
had a privileged status in the church. The Australian Church, like ours, is anticipating a clergy shortage.
As I prepared for this trip, and as I have been here in Australia, I have received encouraging messages
from people, telling me to “go for it!”, to “make a difference!”, to “make it happen!” All that comes naturally to me. That’s how I like to operate. But that is not my job here. Here, I am called to accompany. (I
have recently returned from a Companion Synod visit in which we talked about accompaniment constantly. And here I am in Sydney, learning all over again that I am here for not for advocacy, but for accompaniment.)
I ask for your prayers as I accompany the Australian Church through this vote. And I ask for your prayers
as I learn from this church, hear of their work with refugees, with aboriginal people, with disaster relief,
with theological education.
In the end, we are one in Christ, regardless of how the vote turns out. And that is an important thing for
us to remember for our church as well. We may not always agree on issues, even issues that are critically important, but we are, by our Baptism, one in Christ.
And I thank God for that. And for you!
Jessica Crist, Bishop
NOTE: Since writing this article, the Lutheran Church of Australia voted no to women's ordination. Although
a majority voted in favor, it required a 2/3 majority which it did not get. (It got 60% in favor)
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Assistants at Worship for November 4, 2018 - January 27, 2019
Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 18
Nov 21
Nov 25
Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 24
Dec 30
Jan 6
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Accompanist
LeAnn Hilderman(E-8)
Carol Rosenquist (E-4)
LeAnn & Carol(Listen)
LeAnn Hilderman (Thanksgiving Eve)
Carol Rosenquist (E-10)
LeAnn Hilderman (E-8)
Ellen Frament (Feast)
Janean McBride Rowland (Grace)
LeAnn & Carol(Listen)
Carol 5pm (Lessons) LeAnn 9pm
Carol Rosenquist (E-10)
LeAnn & Carol(Listen)
Carol Rosenquist (Grace)
Ellen Frament (E-4)
LeAnn Hilderman (Feast)

Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 18
Nov 21
Nov 25
Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 24
Dec 30
Jan 6
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 18
Nov 21
Nov 25
Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 24
Dec 30
Jan 6
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Lector
Donna Havens
Sue Riley
Chloe Adamson
Jessica Adamson
Gary Roberts
Gloria Byrnes
Anna Guthrie
Dave Swanson
Sue Riley
Jayson Weber
Amy Smart
Brenda Swanson
Les McKean
Sue Riley
Donna Havens

Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 18
Nov 21
Nov 25
Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 24
Dec 30
Jan 6
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 18
Nov 21
Nov 25
Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 24
Dec 30
Jan 6
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Greeters
Verna & Clarence Johnson
Jean Sonju
Tina Nitschke & Marie Perez
Christine & Duane Moeller
Faith & Tim Siefke
Chloe Adamson & Marlene Nelson
Tina Nitschke & Marie Perez
Jean Sonju
Joan & Debbie Sonju
Faith & Tim Siefke
Christine & Duane Moeller
Chloe Adamson & Marlene Nelson
Joan & Debbie Sonju

Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 18
Nov 21
Nov 25
Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 24
Dec 30
Jan 6
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Assisting Minister
Brenda Swanson
Donna Havens
Amy Smart
Chloe Adamson
Ramona Baney
Brenda Swanson
Sandy Wagner
Susie Rice
Amy Smart 5pm, Sandy Wagner 9pm
Chloe Adamson
Amy Smart
Susie Rice
Donna Havens
Ramona Baney
Ushers
Debbie & Joan Sonju
Jan & Doug Jellesed
Christine & Duane Moeller
Christine & Duane Moeller
Amy & Don Smart
Debbie & Joan Sonju
Jim Wardensky
Amy & Don Smart
Jim Wardensky
Christine & Duane Moeller
Sunday Coffee Clean-Up
Rita Gillan & Paula Schauss
Naomi Nash & Faith Siefke
Joan & Debbie Sonju
Joan & Debbie Sonju
Chloe Adamson & Marlene Nelson
Christine Moeller & Norma Moeller
Paula Schauss & Gloria Byrnes
Joan & Debbie Sonju
Christine Moeller & Norma Moeller
Chloe Adamson & Marlene Nelson
Rita Gillan & Naomi Nash

Acolyte: Nov 4 Cy Stevenson Nov 11
_ Nov 18 Caleb Moeller Nov 25 Charlie Weber
Dec 2 Caleb Moeller Dec 9 Cy Stevenson Dec 16 Charlie Weber Dec 23
_ Dec 24 (5pm) - Charlie Weber
Dec 24 (9pm)
_ Dec 30
__
Jan 6
__ Jan 13 Cy Stevenson Jan 20 Caleb Moeller Jan 27 _____
November

ALTAR CARE
December

Chloe Adamson

Chloe Adamson
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UPCOMING EVENTS 2018
CLC UPCOMING EVENTS:
Oct 29 - Book Discussion, 3:30 pm (FR)
Nov 11 - Youth Group, 2:30-4:30 pm
Nov 21 - Thanksgiving Eve Worship, 6:30 pm, followed by pie social
Dec 2 - Volunteer Appreciation Sunday, Save the Date!
Dec 9 - Youth Group 2:30-4:30 pm
Dec 16 - Cookie Walk after worship

FLBC EVENTS
Nov 8-11 - Kilns, Quilts & Crafts Retreat-Join in for a weekend of practicing your handiwork!
All ages welcome!
Nov 30-Dec 2 - Family Advent Fest, All ages!
Jan 11-13, 2019 - Jr. & Sr. High Ski Retreat, Grades 7-12
For more information, including registration and cost, about any of these events, please see the flyers on the
Narthex bulletin board.

IN THE COMMUNITY
Nov 22 - Community Thanksgiving Dinner, VFW, 2:00-4:00pm
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