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New Course Offering 
 
We are living in a time not particularly known for decency and 
civility!  And yet, we as a society must deal with and find answers 
for social issues if we are to live in peace and advance as a 
civilization. 
The course (really more of a discussion group) that I am offering has a dual 
purpose.  First, to discuss these issues and learn more about them from one 
another, and second, to practice discussing, debating, and listening to those of a 
different opinion in respectful and civil discourse.   
The topics we will discuss, in alphabetical order, though we will not take them up in 
this order, are: 
• Abortion  
• Caring for creation 
• Criminal justice 
• Death penalty  
• Economic life  
• Education  
• Health and health care 
• Human sexuality  
• Peace  
  Race, ethnicity and culture  
We will be using, as a primary resource for our discussions the ELCA Social 
Statements on these topics. 
I hope you know that I do not call on anyone to speak unless they are comfortable 
doing so, yet I stress that this is not a lecture course and I will depend on 
participants sharing their faith and values in an environment of love and trust. 
We will begin on Thursday, January 9, 2020 at 1:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
and continue, same time, same place each Thursday until Holy Week.  There are a 
couple of weeks in there that I must be gone. 
I hope that you will join us and bring a friend, especially one of a different opinion! 
 
Pr Les 

Lent & Holy Week schedule:  
 
Wednesday, February 26,  6:30 pm - Ash Wednesday  
 

Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25, Apr 1 - 5:45 Soup Suppers; 6:30 Lenten mid-
week worship  
 

Sunday, April 5 - Palm Sunday, 9:30 am  
 

Thursday, April 9 - Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm  
 

Friday, April 10 - Good Friday, 3:00 pm & 7:00 pm  
 

Saturday, April 11 - Easter Vigil, 8:00 pm  
 

Sunday, April 12 - Easter Sunrise at Riverside Park, 7:00 am  
                   Easter Breakfast, 8:00 am  
                   Easter Festival Worship, 9:30 am  
 

mailto:clc@kvis.net
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Family 
 

The dictionary defines “family” as “a specific group of people that may be made up of 
partners, children, parents, aunts, uncles, cousins and grandparents – a group of people 
who share common ancestors.” 
 

That may well be the dictionary definition, but I much prefer the definition I grew up with 
as a child:  Family consists of the people who support and love you, and the people you 
can confide in and trust.   

 

I don’t know about your family, but my family definitely has its share of warts.  My dad’s dad was an alcoholic; 
my dad’s mother was downright mean.  (It’s no wonder my father left home at the age of 15!)  My mother’s 
father was a big-time scoundrel who went by three different names and was married to three different women 
in three different cities at the same time!  He worked for the railroad, which made it possible to go back and 
forth from city to city spending a few days with each “family”, hoping the other “families” would never find out 
about the others.  Incredibly, his wife in Powell, Wyoming was the older sister of his wife in Blair, Wisconsin – 
and the two sisters never figured out they were married to the same man!!!  His third wife – my grandmother – 
lived in Reeder, North Dakota with my grandfather (whom I knew as Edwin Matson – one of his three made-up 
aliases).  Who knows what his real name was?  It’s exhausting trying to imagine how he managed to keep all 
his secrets! 
 

No doubt we can all tell stories about the quirks, foibles and eccentricities of our families.  When talking about 
her father, my mother once said, “I can either choose to hang my head in shame over all his lies, or I can 
choose to address the embarrassment head-on and make something good of it.”  In her case, she chose to 
meet the families of her father’s other wives so she could get to know her half-brothers and half-sisters.  
Together they discovered how much they had in common, and they were able to both laugh and cry at their 
common ancestry. 
 

Despite the flaws in our families, “family” is still one of God’s greatest gifts to us.  In a healthy (even flawed) 
family you experience support and love, and find those in whom you can confide and trust.  No family is 
perfect, but everyone needs a family. 
 

Actress Sandra Bullock once said, “You don’t have to give birth to someone to have a family.”  That’s how I 
feel about the church.  In fact, in my brief time with you, I’ve heard many of you refer to Christ Lutheran 
Church as “family”.  When I hear you say it, I typically interrupt you, wanting to know:  “What makes it your 
family?”  Often you’ll tell me it’s because of the support, love and encouragement you’ve received during a 
difficult or challenging time.  Some of you have said it’s because you know if you ever need help with 
something, the church is the one dependable place you can get that help.  One person even told me, “Church 
people are the only ones who call me on my birthday.”   
 

We may be far from perfect people, and our church family may not be perfect either, but together we are 
“family” – which means we welcome one another, defend one another, help one another, and resist the 
temptation to judge each other.  After all, we all have flaws, don’t we?  Jesus himself warned against criticizing 
the speck in someone else’s eye while ignoring the log in your own.  Matthew 7:3  We’ve all got room to grow.  
And that’s precisely why the church is important.  People often say, “I don’t need to go to church.  I can 
worship God in nature.”  Or “I can watch the TV preachers.”  That may be true, but that doesn’t offer the kind 
of love, support and kindness of church people that, if nothing else, restores your hope in humanity.     
 

As we enter a new year, we can be sure that many new challenges, experiences and adventures await our 
church family.  Welcoming a new pastor will be among them.  More than anything, let’s continue to be exactly 
that for each other – “family”.  If we make that our priority, we will learn how to both laugh and cry together, 
learn and grow together, worship and discuss together.  The key word being “together”.   
 

Thank you again for welcoming Jill and me to this family.  Blessings to you all for a peace-filled and grace-
filled 2020.   
 

Pastor Steve, Interim 
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Christmas Blessings from your President. 
 
Merry Christmas to each of you. May you all find hope, peace, joy, and love this holiday season! 
  
Your church council has been extremely busy this last quarter.  A transition team was formed 
and they built a ministry site profile to begin the call process, which council reviewed and 
approved; we appointed a new head usher; a propane tank was moved (it was on our neighbor’s property) 
and a water leak in the basement cleaned up; we organized and held soup suppers for Advent; we held two 
congregational meetings regarding the sound system and received approval to purchase a new one; the 
executive team held a phone conference with the bishop; Ellen prepared the draft 2020 budget and council 
approved to present to the congregation; and our final priority for the year will be to form a call committee.  
Please continue to pray for your leaders.  It takes a village to keep Christ Lutheran functioning; if you have 
an opportunity to thank council members, please do so.  They continue to work very hard representing you.  
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to any of them with any concerns.  
 
A special thank you to the transition team.  The site profile was prepared with love and consideration for all 
members of Christ Lutheran.  Council’s goal is to have a call committee in place by early-January.  They will 
then meet with a member of the bishop’s team mid to late January and hopefully the applications will begin 
to come in.   We would ask for your continued prayers during this call process.  
  
I would remind you all that our annual meeting will be held January 26, 2020.   Please plan on attending, 
and if you have a report that is due for the annual report please make sure you get it in early so Jan is not 
rushing to get it out at the last minute.   
   
On January 9th Pastor Les will begin a new discussion group to discuss social issues.  These discussions 
will be held Thursdays at 1:00 pm.   Bring a friend and join these discussions in a loving and respectful 
environment.  Don’t miss this opportunity. I hope to see you there.    
 
A blessed holiday season to you all. 
 
Barb Anderson 
   

FOOD ON THE FIRST    
Sunday, January 5, will be our “Food on the First”  Sunday, focusing on collecting any food  that 
you may have for the Food Pantry. If you can't bring food that day and want to contribute, you can 
bring it in any time.   

Looking forward to the New Year, probably the February/March timeframe, we will be organizing a work 
crew to help with some repairs in the basement area. As soon as spring arrives we have some exterior 
building repairs to be done. Stay tuned, for dates and times!  We would like to schedule the dates on a 
Saturday morning, but we can also be accommodating to your schedules.  We appreciate all the helping 
hands that keep our facility safe and inviting.  Thank you. 

If anyone knows of  a new college student to add to our package mail outs, please contact Anita 
Rossing (293-7242) with the name and address or you can place directly in her CLC mailbox.  College 
packages will be done in February 2020. Thank you. 

HOME SWEET HOME (Edited By Larry & Anne Alexander) 
A newsletter dedicated to helping seniors stay in their own homes, November 2019 issue topic is 
“Six Tips to Stay in Your Home” Copies of this edition are available in the Narthex. 
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Church Council Members: 
Barb Anderson, President  
Brenda Swanson, Vice President 
Barb Neumann, Secretary  
Ellen Frament, Treasurer 
Vacant, Past President                  
 

Council Secretariats: 
Amy Guth, Congregational Life 
Naomi Nash, Education/Youth  
Debbie Sonju, Evangelism  
Sandy Wagner,  Facilities  
Anita Rossing,  Social Ministry  
Amy Smart, Stewardship 
Ramona Baney, Worship  
Youth Rep , Vacant 

Nominating Committee  
 Susie Rice, Donna Havens, Shirley Chase, Jasmine  Allen 
Council Members:  Amy Guth,  
 
Endowment Fund Committee 
Alvira Jones, President,  Ellen Frament, Sandy Wagner ,  
Dave Swanson, James Wardensky   
 
Audit Committee: Susie Rice, Tom Jones, Valerie Day 
 
Staff Support Committee:  
 
Memorial Fund Committee: 
 Chloe Adamson, Shirley Chase, Debbie Sonju, Pr Roberta Smythe 
 

Executive Committee Members: 
Barb Anderson, President       skier56@frontiernet.net   291-9081 
Brenda Swanson, Vice President        swanson59923@gmail.com  293-9686 
Ellen Frament, Treasurer     eframent@gmail.com   283-1047 
Barb Benson Neumann, Secretary     bbenson@mt.gov  293-7862 

PRAYER NEEDS: 
Ruth Jacobs,  Brenda Bosch,  Bev Jacobs,  Sara Whitehouse,   KenniAnn Schauer, Shirley McKean, Anita 
Rossing,  Douglas Ren (Roberta Taylor’s brother),  Jim & Patti Wardensky’s daughter Tabitha, Mike Wagner, 
Bridgette Fortenberry (Daughter of Sandy and John Wagner, Bobbie Proffit, Larry Bowman,  Gene Havens, 
Linda Decker, Kenneth Knapp, David Anderson, and all those in hospital and nursing homes and those 
serving in the armed services and all of their families.    Jan McGarry 

The sign-up sheet for 2020 Offering Envelopes is on the bulletin board in the narthex.  We just need your 
name and the number of envelopes you would like for the coming year.  The envelopes will be placed in 
your mailbox.   
Blessings, 
The Stewardship Team 

Early in 2020 we will have a group of volunteers who will be doing a reorganization of our library located in 
the Fireside Room.  We have many books that have not been used in years and would invite you to take a 
moment to visit the shelves of resources and to take home any books, videos, etc. that you and your family 
might enjoy.  If you have any questions, please contact Sandy Wagner.   

 

January-March 2020 Christ Kitchen will be  the last Wednesday of each month.   
The next Christ Kitchen meeting will be  Jan 6 , 2020 at 10:00 am in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

HELP!!!  
  
People are needed to help put quilts together for Lutheran World Relief.  
Join us in the quilting room in the basement of the church on Monday afternoons at 1:15.   

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS Sunday, March 8. Remember to move your clocks forward 
1 hour before going to bed Saturday night. 

mailto:skier56@frontiernet.net
mailto:swanson59923@gmail.com
mailto:eframent@gmail.com
mailto:bbenson@mt.gov
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Book Overview 
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER, NAMED BY THE TIMES AS 
ONE OF "6 BOOKS TO HELP UNDERSTAND TRUMP'S WIN" AND 
SOON TO BE A MAJOR-MOTION PICTURE DIRECTED BY RON 
HOWARD   "You will not read a more important book about America 
this year."-- The Economist "A riveting book."-- The Wall Street Jour-
nal "Essential reading."--David Brooks, New York Times From a for-
mer marine and Yale Law School graduate, a powerful account of 
growing up in a poor Rust Belt town that offers a broader, probing 
look at the struggles of America's white working class Hillbilly Elegy is 
a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis--that of white 
working-class Americans. The decline of this group, a demographic of 
our country that has been slowly disintegrating over forty years, has 
been reported on with growing frequency and alarm, but has never 

before been written about as searingly from the inside. J. D. Vance tells the true story of what a 
social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born with it hung around your neck. 
The Vance family story begins hopefully in postwar America. J. D.'s grandparents were "dirt 
poor and in love," and moved north from Kentucky's Appalachia region to Ohio in the hopes of 
escaping the dreadful poverty around them. They raised a middle-class family, and eventually 
their grandchild (the author) would graduate from Yale Law School, a conventional marker of 
their success in achieving generational upward mobility. But as the family saga of Hillbilly Elegy 
plays out, we learn that this is only the short, superficial version. Vance's grandparents, aunt, 
uncle, sister, and, most of all, his mother, struggled profoundly with the demands of their new 
middle-class life, and were never able to fully escape the legacy of abuse, alcoholism, poverty, 
and trauma so characteristic of their part of America. Vance piercingly shows how he himself still 
carries around the demons of their chaotic family history. A deeply moving memoir with its share 
of humor and vividly colorful figures, Hillbilly Elegy is the story of how upward mobility really 
feels. And it is an urgent and troubling meditation on the loss of the American dream for a large 
segment of this country 
Books will be available for purchase @ $3.50 on January 5.  Let Carol know if you would like 
one placed in your church mailbox. 
Group discussion will be in the Fireside Room @ 3:30 on Monday, January 27. 
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Words from the Bishop: Waiting  
 
Patience seems to be a four-letter word today. We don’t like to wait and when we 
have to, we often don’t do so patiently. These days I find myself using my cell 
phone to help me deal with short-term waiting like at a doctor’s office or in line at 
the store (not in the car!). But long-term waiting – days, month, even years – 
that’s tougher! Fortunately my busy life as bishop keeps me from noticing my 
impatience because there is always something else to do. But unfortunately, this 
busy-ness doesn’t give me the opportunity to practice waiting.   
 

Of course, waiting is more difficult when we’re anxious or afraid. And we are 
afraid…of others, of the future, of our inner feelings and thoughts. This fear 
causes us to want to escape, to flee from our waiting. And when we can’t flee, 
we fight. Or freeze into numbness. Yes, our fear makes waiting even harder. 
 

Yet this seems to be a theme of Advent: to wait in the midst of fear. Wait in the midst of anxiety. Wait for 
Jesus to come again. Oh, and by the way, Jesus’ coming will change everything…yes, everything! What’s 
more frightening than that!  
 

In the midst of all this waiting and fear, followers of Christ are called to have faith. And we’re called to live in 
hope. But what does it mean to wait in faith-filled hope, even as we fear? 
 

Well, for one thing, waiting in faith-filled hope means waiting with a sense of promise. It means using all our 
senses – physical, emotional, and spiritual senses -- to enter into the promise that God gives us in Jesus 
Christ. That promise is like a seed planted in each one of us in our baptism, a seed that is nurtured in us by 
the Spirit, the Holy Gardener. We just have to put ourselves in places where we can best be watered, pruned, 
and breathed on by God’s love, all while avoiding the weeds and removing the stones that would prevent that 
promise from taking root and growing in us. In the end, waiting in faith-filled hope isn’t about looking at a 
promise from the outside. It means living inside God’s promise of new life and letting that promise live inside 
us. 
 

Second, waiting in faith-filled hope is active. Waiting is not a passive, hopeless, empty state of numbness that 
is caused by events out of our control. Followers of Christ never “just wait.” We wait actively in a sure hope 
that the promised seed has been planted and that God’s promise is happening to us and around us even if we 
can’t see it. We wait knowing that we get to participate in God’s promise for the world in glad rejoicing by 
standing up, raising our heads, reaching out our arms, and serving in love. Waiting in faithful hope, then, 
means being the conduit through which the Spirit plants and nurtures the seeds of Christ’s promise in 
everyone around us.  
 

Also, faith-filled waiting in hope means being patient. Patience is courage. It’s daring to stay where we are and 
live out our situation to its fullest in the trust that something hidden will become manifest to us. Patience 
means doing our best to live God’s activity in the present, nurturing every moment as the earth nurtures a 
growing seed, as a mother nurtures a child growing inside her. 
 

Fourth, actively waiting in faith-filled hope is open-ended. It’s being open to God’s work that is being done in 
our lives. “Let go and let God,” the saying goes. This is a radical attitude toward life in our “I’m in charge” 
world, trusting in hope that God is doing something that is far beyond our imagination or control. Waiting in 
faithful hope is trusting completely that God is growing us into who God calls us to be according to God’s love 
rather than our fear. 
 

Finally, how do we actively wait in this faith-filled hope of Christ’s promise? Well, we do it together, in love. We 
wait not alone but as a community of faith, the body of Christ in this place and time. As followers of Christ, we 
enable and empower each other to wait, creating space for others to wait, affirming for each other that there is 
indeed something awesome that we all are waiting for. This community is the Church, the body of Christ 
through which we have faith in God’s promise together, supporting, nurturing, celebrating and affirming what 
God is doing for our community in Jesus again and again.  
 

Ultimately, waiting in faith-filled hope is not about fear; it’s about following Jesus together as we trust that 
Christ’s promise is indeed becoming real for you, in you and through you in Jesus’ name.  
 
Blessed waiting to you all!  
 
Bishop Laurie  
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Assistants at Worship for January 5, 2020 - March 29, 2020 
 
January 5 
January 12 
January 19 
January 26 
February 2 
February 9 
February 16 
February 23 
February 26 
March 1 
March 8 
Marah 15 
March 22 
March 29 
 

Accompanist 
Carol  Rosenquist (E-4) 
LeAnn Hilderman (Fest) 
Carol Rosenquist (Grace)  
Ellen Frament (E-8) 
LeAnn Hilderman (E-10) 
Carol  Rosenquist (Gather)  
Carol & LeAnn (Listen)  
Ellen Frament (Feast) 
Carol  Rosenquist) Ash Wednesday 
LeAnn Hilderman (E-4) 
Carol Rosenquist (Gather) 
Ellen Frament (E-10)  
Carol & LeAnn (Listen) 
LeAnn Hilderman (E-8) 

  
January 5 
January 12 
January 19 
January 26 
February 2 
February 9 
February 16 
February 23 
February 26 
March 1 
March 8 
Marah 15 
March 22 
March 29 

Assisting Minister 
Ramona Baney 
Jill Olson 
Benda Swanson 
Sandy Wagner 
Dave Swanson 
Jill Olson 
Chloe Adamson 
Ramona Baney 
Les Nelson 
Dave Swanson 
Brenda Swanson 
Jill Olson 
Sandy Wagner 
Susie Rice 
 
 

 
January 5 
January 12 
January 19 
January 26 
February 2 
February 9 
February 16 
February 23 
February 26 
March 1 
March 8 
Marah 15 
March 22 
March 29 

Lector 
Linda Kuntz 
Jayson Weber 
Gloria Byrnes 
Phyll Mackey 
Sandy Wagner 
Laurie Cassel 
Mark Petersen 
Sue Riley 
Sandy Wagner 
Mike Gillan 
Pat Eblen  
Anna Guthrie 
Sue Riley 
Charlotte Woods 
 

  
January 5 
January 12 
January 19 
January 26 
February 2 
February 9 
February 16 
February 23 
February 26 
March 1 
March 8 
Marah 15 
March 22 
March 29 

Ushers 
Marlene Nelson 
Mary Beth Alkire & Pat Eblen 
Mary Beth Alkire & Pat Eblen 
Kay & Allan Olson 
Faith & Tim Siefke 
Chloe & Jessica 
Sandy Wagner & Laurie Cassel 
Amy & Mark Petersen 
Margy & Les Nelson 
Faith & Tim Siefke 
Shirley Chase 
Vernie & Rusty Tiwater 
 
Margy & Les Nelson 

 
January 5 
January 12 
January 19 
January 26 
February 2 
February 9 
February 16 
February 23 
February 26 
March 1 
March 8 
Marah 15 
March 22 
March 29 

Greeters 
Chloe & Jessica 
Jean Sonju 
 
 
Debbie & Joan Sonju 
 
Jean Sonju 
 
 
 
Jean Sonju 
 
Debbie & Joan Sonju 

 
January 5 
January 12 
January 19 
January 26 
February 2 
February 9 
February 16 
February 23 
February 26 
March 1 
March 8 
Marah 15 
March 22 
March 29 

Sunday Coffee Clean-Up 
Paula Schauss & Gloria Byrnes 
Susie Rice 
Chloe Adamson & Marlene Nelson 
Debbie & Joan Sonju 
Paula Schauss & Gloria Byrnes 
Rita Gillan & Alvira Jones 
Debbie & Joan Sonju 
 
Nancy Johnson 
 
 
 
Debbie & Joan Sonju 
 
 

                                          ALTAR CARE 
  January                                                                            February March 
Chloe & Carol 



CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
200 West Larch Street, Libby, MT 59923 

Phone: 406/293-3705 
Email: clc@kvis.net 

www.libbylutherans.org 
 

“Freed by the gospel of God’s grace,  
we joyfully welcome, accept, serve, 

and witness to all people.” 
 

Return Service Requested 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2020 

CLC UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Jan 5 -  Food on the First 
Jan 2 -  Executive Committee, Noon 
Jan 9 -  Pr Les new course, 1:00 pm (FH) 
Jan 9 -  Council Meeting, 6:00 pm 
Jan 26 -  Annual Congregational Meeting after worship 

FLBC EVENTS 
Jan 10-12 -  Youth Ski & Snowboard Retreat 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Friday, Jan 3, Feb 7, Mar 6 - 10 am to 5 pm, Friends of the Library Book Sales  

mailto:clc@kvis.net
http://www.libbylutherans.org

