February 3, 2019—April 21, 2019

Christ Lutheran Church
Inside this issue:

SUPERBOWL SUB-SANDWICH SALE – FEBRUARY 3RD
Our Youth will once again be making sub sandwiches on Super Bowl Sunday,
February 3rd after worship. Donations received go to fund camperships for Flathead
Lutheran Bible Camp this summer. Whoever you’re rooting for, or even if you’re not a
fan at all, we hope you will support our youth by getting a sandwich and donating to
this worthy cause.

RETURN OF THE SONSHINE CONCERT – FEBRUARY 24TH
The Libby Ministerial Association (LMA) is once again holding a “Sonshine” Concert to
raise funds for their ministry. The Concert will be Sunday, February 24th at 6:30 out
at the Assembly of God church. Musicians from LMA member churches (including our
own choir), as well as from Kootenai Valley Christian School will be performing a
variety of music. LMA uses the funds it receives to provide food, gas, and lodging
vouchers to those in our community who are in need.

LUTHERAN'S MEN RETREAT FLBC 2019
Attention Lutheran men! It's a brand new year, and of course that means it's time to
mark all of those important dates for the coming year on your new calendars (or in your
smart phones). Please highlight these dates: Friday, March 15th and Saturday, March
16th. That's when all of us men plan to congregate at Flathead Lutheran Bible camp
for our annual men's retreat for 24 hours of spiritual renewal, learning, great food,
fellowship and fun.
This year’s featured program promises to be different and fascinating. Reverend Seth
Nelson of Faith Lutheran Church in Ronan will be sharing both his spiritual journey and
the topic of his recently published book: "The Church Unknown: Reflections of a
Millennial Pastor." We obviously hope to see a lot of you "millennials" in attendance,
but this topic should be of concern for Lutherans of all ages.
As always, you can sign up anytime between now and mid-March. Fee for this year's
event is $80 if you pay in advance, or $85 on the day of the event. Registration will
begin at 4 p.m. on the 15th, but if you can't arrive until later, the program won't begin
until around 7.
Contact Don Spritzer (549-5582) (St. Paul Lutheran in Missoula) or Don Beller (2573640) (Bethlehem Lutheran in Kalispell) to sign up or if you need further information.
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ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY – DOCUMENTARY FILM “MISS REPRESENTATION”
For three Sundays in March, we will be viewing and discussing the documentary film “Miss Representation,”
a look at how women are portrayed in/by the media, and the effect that has had on women’s roles and
authority. March is Women’s History Month, so this is an appropriate time to delve into these issues. I hope
you’ll join me. ~Pr Roberta
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Happy New Year!
I realize it may seem a little late for Happy New Year greetings, but we are still in the first
month of the new year, so I think it’s still appropriate. Of course, by the time the next
newsletter comes out, we’ll also have celebrated St. Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day,
and Easter. So in case I don’t get the chance to do so later, I also want to give you
greetings for those holidays as well.
It seems that most folks use the beginning of a new year to make changes in their
behavior: they resolve to eat healthier, exercise more, get out of debt, etc. Technically, we
could implement a new change in our behavior any time of the year, but there’s something
about a new year that gives us hope for a fresh start.
Of course, eventually, most of our plans will have hit some kind of bump along the way. Some will give up at that
point, others will adjust to what seems more manageable, and some will continue to strive for their original goals
with each new day.
Our relationship with God can be like that as well. We may start out with all kinds of ideas about how we’re going to
be better people because we are children of God. But we are also still sinners, and so being better people can be a
lot harder than we thought. We may also think that being a Christian protects us from the disasters of life, and so we
may become discouraged when natural disasters, accidents, financial problems, illness and death still happen.
The reality is that being a Christian does not protect us from our own sinful temptations, nor the misfortunes of this
world. That doesn’t mean we should give up hoping for better lives, for ourselves and for others. And that doesn’t
mean we should give up working for the changes we want to see in the world around us, whether that’s food for the
hungry, work for the unemployed, an end to poverty, better education opportunities, etc.
We are called to live in this world, flaws and all. We are called to be God’s hands and feet in this world to make it a
better place for all people and for all creation. Yes, we will hit bumps along the way. Yes, we may have to change
our plans for how we’re going to accomplish what we believe God is calling us to do. Part of our calling is that
adaptation to changing circumstances.
So when things don’t go according to plan, in our lives, in the lives of loved ones, or in the lives of our community,
we must not give up or lose hope. God still reigns. God still walks with us though everything that happens. God still
calls us to be our best and do our best for the sake of the world.
And God gives us the resources we need to move forward: He gives us each other that we might be in community
and know we are not alone. He strengthens our faith so that we might keep going when things seem bleak. And he
gives us prayer so that we can remain connected to God no matter what befalls us.
May God’s blessings and strength be with you in all that you do.
Blessings,
Pastor Roberta
SEEKING NEWSLETTER EDITOR/CONTRIBUTORS
As many of you already know, we've reduced our newsletter to quarterly due in part to lack of content. However,
it has been suggested that there is a lot of potential content out there, we just need someone (or several
someones) to seek out that content and write it up. So, if you would be interested in either overseeing the
newsletter content, or writing articles for the newsletter, please let Pr Roberta or Jan McGarry know. Thanks!
Pr Roberta

PRAYER NEEDS:
Ruth Jacobs, Matthew White, Brenda Bosch, Bev Jacobs, Sara Whitehouse, Rob Benda, Jan Jellesed, Barb
Sears, Sandy Solem, Terrie Noser, Lynne Finley, Delaine Lawson, Ann Odor, John Hantz, Howard Paullin, Rita
Windom, Larry Hebenstreit, KenniAnn Schauer, Brad Baeth, Al Nixon, Crystal Nixon, Anita Rossing, Dawn
Whitbourn, Shirley and Les McKean, Peggy Taylor, Joy Skogas, Carol Burriss, Garth Ewings, Marlene Nelson,
and all those in hospital and nursing homes and those serving in the armed services and all of their families. Jan
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From the 2019 President
Happy New Years! What a great time to reflect where we have been and a time to look forward to what the
New Year will bring. As your new President, I promise to do the best that I can to lead you over the next
year. We must continue to grow in our faith and support one another as best we can. This is a journey we
should not take alone. There is much to be done, but with God’s help we will take it one day at a time and
pray that it is all for his glory.
I would like to thank all the members of our church that give so freely of their time, talents and financial
support. Everywhere I look I see our member’s active in our church and the community. We joyfully go forth
and spread the good news, through our words and actions. Keep up the great work!
Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have comments or concerns. Home: 293-4317
Your sister in Christ.
Barb Anderson

PASTOR’S SABBATH

As most of you know, I take my Sabbath on Mondays, as I work on the typical Sabbath (Sunday). In order for
this to be a true day of rest for me, it is important that folks not call, text or email my personal phones or
email on Mondays unless it is an emergency (please DO contact me if someone is dying or has died, or
someone is hospitalized with something life-threatening). Otherwise, scheduling requests, routine visits,
requests to access the building, etc. need to wait until Tuesday or need to be resolved with other folks (Jan
in the office, Doug, a council member, etc.). If you want to act right away (while you’re thinking about it), you
can always leave a message at the church phone or at my church email (clcpastor@kvis.net).
Saturdays are usually my other day off during the week, and so again, I would appreciate it if nonemergency matters waited until Sunday or Tuesday.
Thank you for helping me get the rest I need to serve as your pastor. Pr Roberta

RECYCLING CHANGES

As some of you may be aware, what and how we recycle has changed (again). First, we must separate
magazines and newspapers from office paper and from each other. So, there are now separate containers in
the freezer room for those items. Second, only white office paper is being accepted, so colored paper must
now go in the trash. We appreciate your cooperation in recycling what can be recycled. Pr Roberta
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KUDOS KORNER
The “Kudos Korner” section is where we can acknowledge praiseworthy actions that we’ve
witnessed in our church since the last newsletter. The idea is for people to anonymously
submit short descriptions or thanks for things they have seen happen within our church.
Individuals or groups should be acknowledged in these descriptions. Submit your
anonymous praises to the church secretary, either hand-written or email to clc@kvis.net. Kudos submissions for
this newsletter are:
To all the members of the CLC Council, who through all the challenges of the congregation have continued to
progress forward with commitment and positivity.

I wish to convey my appreciation to the members of Christ Lutheran Church. I know my contribution of
service has been minimal but my gratitude is huge. To Pastor Roberta, Carol Rosenquist, Ted Jewell,
Jan McGarry and the Kitchen crew, thank you for all your special assistance.
Sincerely,
Janice Berget and the family of Charles Berget.

Dear Pastor Roberta and Christ Lutheran members and friends,
Happy New Year of our Lord! On behalf of Lutheran Campus Ministry (LCM) we share our deep
gratitude for your faithful donation of $127.02 for LCM at MSU!
Your gift moves our ministry forward with student, staff and alumni! We're heading to Fairmont for our
overnight retreat with IS students at the end of January. We are also hosting a Vocational Discovery
Workshop in February! Thanks to you, events such as these, are able to occur! Thank you!
In God's service, Pastor Kathie

Yoga with Amy: Amy has opened up her Yoga class to all interested in participating. It meets at 6:45 pm
each Sunday at CLC. There is no charge, but donations are welcome.

Church Council Members:
Barb Anderson, President
Barb Swanson, Vice President
Barb Neumann, Secretary
Ellen Frament, Treasurer
Vacant, Past President
Council Secretariats:
Amy Guth, Congregational Life
Naomi Nash, Education/Youth
Debbie Sonju, Evangelism
Sandy Wagner, Facilities
Anita Rossing, Social Ministry
Amy Smart, Stewardship
Vernie, Worship
Youth Rep , Vacant

Nominating Committee
Susie Rice, Donna Havens, Shirley Chase, Jasmine Allen
Council Members: Steve Sonju, Amy Guth,
Endowment Fund Committee
Alvira Jones, President, Ellen Frament, Sandy Wagner ,
Dave Swanson, James Wardensky
Audit Committee: Susie Rice, Tom Jones, Valerie Day
Staff Support Committee:
Memorial Fund Committee:
Chloe Adamson, Shirley Chase, Debbie Sonju, Pr Roberta Smythe

Executive Committee Members:
Barb Anderson, President
Brenda Swanson, Vice President
Ellen Frament, Treasurer
Barb Benson Neumann, Secretary
Pastor Roberta

skier56@frontiernet.net 291-9081
swanson59923@gmail.com 293-9686
eframent@gmail.com 283-1047
bbenson@mt.gov 293-7862
clcpastor@kvis.net 293-3705
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Jesus was a lay minister

from Bishop Jessica Crist

The first week of December, I was in Chicago with representatives of other synod’s sharing
our experiences with lay ministry. The Montana Synod’s Lay Pastoral Associate (LPA)
program is one of the gems of our Synod, and is much admired across the ELCA.
So what is it all about? First of all, lay people have been serving the church since it began.
Jesus and the twelve disciples were lay people. Paul was a lay person. All of the earliest
leaders in the Jesus movement—men and women—were lay people. Philip Melanchthon,
theologian and interpreter of the Reformation and right hand man to Martin Luther, was a lay
person. One of the strands of Lutheranism that was influential in the “Lutheranization” of the
territory we call the Montana Synod promoted the ministry of the laity. And of course, our
relatively spread-out population necessitated lay people taking over the pulpits in the
absence of an ordained pastor. So lay ministry is in our history, it is in our bones.
About 25 years ago, following the lead of the Western North Dakota Synod, the Montana Synod began the LPA
program as a way to support and train lay people who were already being called upon by their congregations to
preach and lead in the absence of a pastor. The program began in eastern Montana, where there was greatest
need.
Soon people from other parts of the state expressed interest in the LPA program, and now we have trained
LPAs in every cluster of the Synod. Currently we have 3 LPA classes going—one in Great Falls, one in
Glendive, and an advanced class for people who have already finished the program and want more training.
Pastor Jason Asselstine currently coordinates the program. Faculty for the 4 workshops over the 2 years come
from the Montana Synod, teaching prayer and spirituality, worship leadership, preaching and pastoral
care. Students are mentored by local pastors, and engage in additional academic work in theological
disciplines.
The LPA program has grown and changed over the years, but it has remained a home-grown program,
designed for the needs of the Montana Synod. LPAs do pulpit supply, serve on councils, lead Bible studies,
serve as Synodically Authorized Ministers, visit shut-ins, and assist congregations in a variety of ways,
according to their gifts. They also serve in Synod roles.
Our companion synod in Bolivia is also working with lay ministry, and requested that we bring LPAs to Bolivia—
which we did in September. The Bolivians were particularly interested in hearing how our program works, and
hearing the experiences of the 3 LPAs who were present (Cynthia Thomas—who serves 3 congregations as a
Synodically Authorized Minister; Dave Scholten—who does pulpit supply; and Alex Tooley—a high school
student who also serves on the Synod Council.)
In Chicago we are rubbing shoulders with representatives of a whole variety of lay ministry programs—each
designed for their particular context. Some are urban, some are rural. Some are in Spanish. Each has a place.
It is true that our seminaries are producing fewer candidates for pastoral ministry than are retiring. (And it is not
the seminaries’ fault—it is up to all of us to find and encourage candidates of any age.) But it is also true that
although there is plenty of work to go around, it doesn’t all have to be done by ordained pastors. Deacons
(called ministers of word and service) also do God’s work, and so do all the baptized people of God. LPAs are
part of the Montana Synod strategy not only to fill pulpits, but to equip and train and educate lay people in
service to God and neighbor.
Jessica Crist, Bishop
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Our book for February will be White Dresses by Mary Pflum Peterson.
Synopsis: In this riveting, poignant memoir of three generations of women and the white dresses
that adorned them television producer Mary Pflum Peterson recounts a journey through loss and
redemption, and her battle to rescue her mother, a former nun, from compulsive hoarding. As a
successful television journalist at Good Morning America, Mary Pflum is known as a polished and
highly organized producer. It s a persona at odds with her tortured childhood, where she watched her
emotionally vulnerable mother fill their house with teetering piles of assorted treasures. But one thing has
always united mother and daughter their love of white dresses. From the dress worn by Mary s mother when
she became a nun and married Jesus, to the wedding gown she donned years later, to the special
nightshirts she gifted Mary after the birth of her children, to graduation dresses and christening gowns, these
white dresses embodied hope and new beginnings. After her mother’s sudden death in 2010, Mary digs
deep to understand the events that led to Anne’s unraveling. At twenty-one, Anne entered a convent,
committed to a life of prayer and helping others. But lengthy periods of enforced fasting, isolation from her
beloved students, and constant humiliation eventually drove her to flee the convent almost a decade later.
Hoping to find new purpose as a wife and mother, Anne instead married an abusive, closeted gay man their
eventual divorce another sign of her failure. Anne retreats into chaos. By the time Mary is ten, their house is
cluttered with broken appliances and stacks of unopened mail. Anne promises but fails to clean up for Mary
s high school graduation party, where Mary is being honored as her school’s valedictorian, causing her
perfectionist daughter’s fear and shame to grow in tandem with the heaps upon heaps of junk. In spite of
everything, their bond endures. Through the white dresses, pivotal events in their lives are celebrated, even
as Mary tries in vain to save Anne from herself. Unflinchingly honest, insightful, and compelling, White
Dresses is a beautiful, powerful story and a reminder of the unbreakable bonds between mothers and
daughters. "
Books will be available at our discussion of The Language of Love at 3:30 on Monday, January 28. They
are $3.50 each.

Lent & Holy Week schedule:
Wednesday, March 6, 6:30 pm - Ash Wednesday
Wednesdays, March 13, 20, 27, and April 3, 10 - 5:45 Soup Suppers; 6:30 Lenten midweek worship
Sunday, April 14 - Palm Sunday, 9:30 am
Thursday, April 18 - Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm
Friday, April 19 - Good Friday, 3:00 pm & 7:00 pm
Saturday, April 20 - Easter Vigil, 8:00 pm
Sunday, April 21 - Easter Sunrise at Riverside Park, 7:00 am
Easter Breakfast, 8:00 am
Easter Festival Worship, 9:30 am
Sunday, April 28 - Holy Humor Sunday

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS March 9. Remember to move your
clocks forward 1 hour before going to bed.
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Remembering Our Global Mission In South America
Gustavo Driau
CLC’s Supported Missionary
The following is an excerpt from the November newsletter that certainly pertains to Lutheran congregations
around the world. “The reformation was as much concerned with school as it was with Church and home.
The reformers were committed to the schooling of children. Reformation changed monasteries into
schools. Public education was much transformed by the end of the 16th century because of the Reformation. Luther preached the importance of education for boys and girls, a legacy that has handed down
advantages to generations of Protestants. If Protestant majority countries enjoy a higher standard of living
today, it is thanks to Luther and his ideas on education.
Please continue to pray for the churches and schools in South America and especially the southern most
Lutheran Church in the world, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Magallanes. The congregation and
school of 400 students “foster an atmosphere of dialogue and relationship, of collaboration in reciprocity, of
constant improvement, and of solidarity and justice”.
Please continue to pray for all the ELCA supported schools in the United States as well. Pray fervently, for
the education programs at Christ Lutheran Church that they may grow and bear fruit in our congregation,
our community, and America. Luther understood education as a service to God and the community at
large.
Sandy Wagner

In February the Social Ministry team would like to mail "Care Packages" to our college students and those
serving in the military on overseas assignment. Please call Anita at 293-7242 with their name and address
or put the information in her church mailbox. We want to let them know we are praying for their success and
that these packages from "home" are filled with grace and love.
Thank you,
Anita Rossing
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Assistants at Worship for February 3, 2019 - April 21, 2019
Feb 3
Feb 10
Feb 17
Feb 24
Mar 3
Mar 6
Mar 10
Mar 17
Mar 24
Mar 31
Apr 7
Apr 14
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 20
Apr 21 Easter
Feb 3
Feb 10
Feb 17
Feb 24
Mar 3
Mar 6
Mar 10
Mar 17
Mar 24
Mar 31
Apr 7
Apr 14
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 20
Apr 21 Easter
Feb 3
Feb 10
Feb 17
Feb 24
Mar 3
Mar 6
Mar 10
Mar 17
Mar 24
Mar 31
Apr 7
Apr 14
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 20
Apr 21 Easter

Accompanist
LeAnn Hilderman(E-10)
LeAnn & Carol (Listen)
Carol Rosenquist (E-8)
LeAnn Hilderman (Feast)
Carol Rosenquist (Grace)
Carol Rosenquist (Ash Wednesday)
Ellen Frament (E-4)
LeAnn & Carol (Listen)
LeAnn Hilderrman (E-8)
Ellen Frament (Feast)
Carol Rosenquist (Grace)
Ellen Frament (E-10)
Carol Rosenquist (Maundy Thursday)
Carol, 3:00; LeAnn 7:00 (Good Friday)

Feb 3
Feb 10
Feb 17
Feb 24
Mar 3
Mar 6
Mar 10
Mar 17
Mar 24
Mar 31
Apr 7
Apr 14
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 20
Apr 21 Easter

LeAnn 6:45am; Carol 9:30am
Lector
Jessie Adamson
Susie Rice
Marie Perez
Mike Gillan
LeAnn Hilderman
Sue Riley
Vernie Tiwater
Susie Rice
Gloria Byrnes
Steve Sonju
Jayson Weber
Ton Jones
Margy Nelson
S.Sonju 3pm, Sue Riley 7pm
Faith Siefke
Marie Perez 6:45am,Les Nelson 9:30 am
Greeters
Faith & Tim Siefke
Chloe
Joan & Debbie Sonju
Faith & Tim Siefke
Marie Perez & Tina Nitschke
Chloe
Joan & Debbie Sonju
Alvira & Tom Jones

Jean Sonju & Mariah Larsh 9:30 am

Acolyte: Feb 3
Feb 10 - Cy
Mar 10
Mar 17
Apr 18 (Maundy Thursday) 7:00pm

February

Debbie & Joan Sonju

Feb 3
Feb 10
Feb 17
Feb 24
Mar 3
Mar 6
Mar 10
Mar 17
Mar 24
Mar 31
Apr 7
Apr 14
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 20
Apr 21 Easter
Feb 3
Feb 10
Feb 17
Feb 24
Mar 3
Mar 6
Mar 10
Mar 17
Mar 24
Mar 31
Apr 7
Apr 14
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 20
Apr 21 Easter

Feb 17
Feb 24
Mar 24
Mar 31 - Charlie
Apr 21 (Easter) 9:30am - Charlie
ALTAR CARE
March

Chloe Adamson
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Assisting Minister
Chloe Adamson
Amy Smart
Donna Havens
Sandy Wagner
Susie Rice
Donna Havens
Chloe Adamson
Amy Smart
Brenda Swanson
Chloe Adamson
Amy Smart
Donna Havens
Sandy Wagner
Chloe 3pm, Amy 7pm
Chloe Adamson
Ushers
Vernie & Rusty Tiwater
Susie & Greg Rice
Jan & Doug Jellesed
Faith & Tim Siefke
Margy & Les Nelson
Chloe & Jessica
Vernie & Rusty Tiwater
Faith & Tim Siefke
Kay & Allen Olson
Debbie & Joan Sonju
Kay & Allen Olson

Sunday Coffee Clean-Up
Chloe
Sonju’s
Paula Schauss & Gloria Byrnes
Faith & Tim Siefke
Chloe
Ash Wednesday, NA
Naomi Nash & Sharon Mills
Sonju’s
Paula Schauss & Gloria Byrnes
Shirley Chase & Rita Gillan
Naomi Nash & Sharon Mills
Sandy & John Wagner
Maundy Thursday, NA
Good Friday, NA
Easter Vigil, NA
Mar 3
Mar 6(Ash Wed) - Cy
Apr 7
Apr 14
Apr 28 - Cy

April

UPCOMING EVENTS 2019
CLC UPCOMING EVENTS:
Jan 28 - Book Discussion, 3:30 pm (FR)
Feb 3 - FLBC Sunday Superbowl Sub-Sandwich sale
Feb 3-7 - Pastor on vacation
Mar 6 - Ash Wednesday, Lent begins
Mar 9 - Daylight Savings Time begins tonight

FLBC EVENTS
Mar 15-17 - Lutheran Men’s Retreat 2019 (complete information is on the 1st page of this newsletter.)
Apr 28-30 - FLBC Adult Spirituality Retreat (complete information is posted on the Narthex bulletin board)

IN THE COMMUNITY
Feb 24 - Sonshine Concert at Assembly of God, 6:30 pm
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