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WEDNESDAY  EVENING  SERVICES   
RESUME FEBRUARY 7TH 

At the annual meeting, the congregation voted to resume Wednesday evening 
services. Those will resume on February 7th 

SUPERBOWL SUB-SANDWICH SALE, THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH  
This Sunday, after worship, our youth will be selling sub-sandwiches. This is a fund-
raiser for summer camp. Whether or not you're planning on watching the Super Bowl, 
treat your self to a sub-sandwich, and treat our kids to a great camp experience. 
Thanks!  

LENTEN WORSHIP 
This year, Lent begins on Wednesday, February 14th. At 6:30 pm that evening, we will 
have a service of confession, communion, and the imposition of ashes. 
During the rest of Lent, we will have our usual Soup Suppers and Midweek Lenten 
worship on Wednesday evenings: 5:45 pm for soup and 6:30 pm for worship. 
Sign-up sheets for the soup suppers are on the Narthex bulletin board. 

ENDOWMENT FUNDS 
Please submit any requests for Endowment funds to the church office no later than 
March 31, 2018. 

CHANGES TO CHRIST KITCHEN SCHEDULE: As of January, Christ Kitchen, for 
now, will be providing meals only on the last Wednesday of the month. 

NEW MEMBER CLASS  
If anyone is interested in joining Christ Lutheran, please talk with Pastor Roberta. And/
or come to an information meeting after worship on April 8th. We'd love to have you!  

Following my report on the Task Force on Membership at the annual meeting,  I 
allowed no time for questions, comments or debate.  On Sunday February 11 following 
worship everyone is encouraged to attend a forum to discuss this report and its 
proposals, whether you were at that meeting or not.  Your response will determine the 
future direction of the task force.  Pastor Les 

mailto:clcpastor@kvis.net
mailto:clc@kvis.net
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HAPPY GROUNDHOG DAY! 
I say that because you should be receiving this newsletter very close to Groundhog Day. 
 

Some of you may know the movie, “Groundhog Day” in which Bill Murray plays an 
arrogant reporter who is begrudgingly covering the annual appearance of Punxsutawney 
Phil, the most famous of the Groundhogs. Murray’s character ends up repeating 
Groundhog Day over and over again in a seemingly endless time loop. Early on, 
Murray’s character tries all kinds of extreme behavior, testing the possible limits of the 
time loop. As the loops continue, though, Murray’s character starts to use his multiple 
experiences of the same day to examine, and then change, his priorities and his life. 
 

We don’t have the benefit of an endless time loop to work on improving ourselves, but many of us use the beginning 
of a new year to try to make changes to how we live our lives through various New Year’s resolutions. 
(Unfortunately, most of us will have given up on those efforts by the middle of February.)  Some of us may also 
make temporary changes to our behaviors during Lent, giving up some habit or favorite food, or adding some kind of 
discipline to our lives during Lent. Some of us may even quietly hope that these changes will become permanent, or 
at least more prevalent, once Lent is over.  
 

Our desire for change, for improving ourselves, is great. Most of us are quite optimistic that we can make these 
changes in our selves, even if we have not been successful in the past.  Behind this optimism is both resiliency and 
arrogance. The resiliency to keep trying, no matter what. And also the arrogance that we can do anything—if we can 
just find the right motivation, the right plan, the right program. 
 

We often carry that same arrogance into our faith practices, and into our relationship with God. We may think that 
we can fix ourselves, on our own. We may think that we have to fix ourselves, have to be worthy before we can 
come to God. We may think that we can find God, or God’s favor, if we do the right things, say the right prayers, etc. 
A professor of mine told the story of a young man who came up to him after class, excitedly announcing that he had 
given his life to God. The professor’s response was to say, sarcastically, “and I bet he was real impressed with it.” 
 

The truth is that there is absolutely nothing we can do to find God, or to improve our chances of finding God’s favor. 
The good news is that there is absolutely nothing we need to do, to find God or God’s favor. That’s because God 
does all the work. God is the one seeking us out. God finds us, no matter where we are, not matter how we are.  
 

God claims us in baptism, and through baptism, we are born anew each and every day, each and every moment. 
We may not have the endless time loops that Bill Murray’s character had in “Groundhog Day,” but we have 
something even better. Endless life, eternal life, through the grace of our loving God. 
 

Blessings, 

Pastor Roberta 

PRAYER NEEDS: 
Ruth Jacobs,  Matthew White, Katherine Lind, Brenda Bosch,  Bev Jacobs,   Kathy Halverson,  Gloria Byrnes, Jon 
Dunham, Sara Whitehouse, Kathleen Peters, Rob Benda, Jan Jellesed, Roberta Taylor, Family and friends of 
DeElda Suko, and all those in hospital and nursing homes and those serving in the armed services and all of their 

ABOUT PRAYER REQUESTS 
Just a reminder that before you ask the church to put someone on the prayer list, please get that person’s  
permission to do so (or the permission of a close family member like a spouse, child or parent). And ask whether 
they want to be on the “prayer list” (which goes on the announcement sheet, in the newsletter (as above), and is 
read during the prayers of intercession during worship), or the “prayer chain” (which is a phone tree and email to 
specific individuals in the congregation who wish to pray for people), or both. Thank you. 
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If anyone knows of  a new military person or college student to add to our package mail outs, 
please contact Anita Rossing (293-7242) with the name and address.  Thank you. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
It has been a good experience serving as President of the Christ Lutheran Church congregation. I thank both the 
outgoing and incoming council members for their service. A special thank you to Earl Messick for the great job he 
did as Treasurer.  
The new ceiling in the Fellowship Hall was installed last September. In October we had a special Congregational 
Meeting to address church finances and attendance. Les Nelson has organized a task force to address some of 
the attendance issues. A big thank you to Les and the task force for their time and effort. The council is continuing 
to review the new church policies and hope to complete this at the February council meeting. We are also looking 
into placing Christ Lutheran Church signs to enable direction to our church. 
 
     God Bless, 
     Steve Sonju, CLC Past President  

NO MORE GLASS OR PLASTIC RECYCLING 
Due to a location change and a switch to fee-based glass recycling, we will no longer be recycling glass. 
Kootenai Disposal is no longer taking plastic for recycling, due to the lack of a market for it,  

Coffee Fund Balance Jan. 1, 2017                                $ 137.59 
      Coffee sales in 2017                    $ 248.00 
       Coffee hour donations,2017            237.53 
    Total coffee income in 2017                                          485.53 
                                                                                         $623.12 
    Lutheran World Relief Coffee purchased,2017            -669.00 
   Coffee Fund Balance December 31, 2017                 -$  45.88 
  
  

The donations during coffee hours are 
greatly appreciated 

Thank you!!! 
Packages of regular and decaf fair-traded coffee 

through Lutheran World Relief are always available for sale 
by the “honor system” in the Fellowship Hall. 
Th  y  f  y  p  

NEW DOOR AND KEY BOX COMBINATIONS 
We will be changing the combinations on the back door and on the key box in mid-March, so watch for more 
information on the exact date for those changes, and information on getting the new combination(s) 
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Church Council Members: 
Officers:     Jeremy Hageness, President  
                    Barb Anderson, Vice President 
          Barb Neumann, Secretary  
         Ellen Frament, Treasurer 
                    Steve Sonju, Past President                   
 
Council Secretariats: 
Amy Guth, Congregational Life  
Anne Weber, Education/Youth  
Debbie Sonju, Evangelism  
Daryl Nash, Facilities  
Anita Rossing,  Social Ministry  
Sandy Wagner, Stewardship 
Vernie Tiwater, Worship  
Co-Youth Rep , Vacant 
 

Nominating Committee  
Ramona Baney  Les Nelson 
Sharyl Hurd             Gary Roberts 
Council Members: TBA 
 
Endowment Fund Committee 
Ellen Frament, Council    Alvira Jones, President  
Sandy Wagner (council), Dave Swanson   
 
Audit Committee: 
Susie Rice, Tom Jones, Valerie Day 
 
Staff Support Committee:  
Jean Becker      Donna Havens          
LeWayen Kroeger   Duane Moeller 
 
Memorial Fund Committee: 
 Chloe Adamson  Shirley Chase 
(We have no replacement for Tom Grabinski yet) 

KUDOS KORNER 
The “Kudos Korner” section is where we can acknowledge praiseworthy actions that we’ve 
witnessed in our church since the last newsletter.  The idea is for people to anonymously 
submit short descriptions or thanks for things they have seen happen within our church.  
Individuals or groups should be acknowledged in these descriptions.  Submit your 

anonymous praises to the church secretary, either hand-written or email to clc@kvis.net.  Kudos submissions for 
this newsletter are: 
 

Thanks to Barb Anderson, Ellen Frament, and Linda Yahvah for stepping up to take care of the finances the last 
quarter of 2017, including their hard work on the 2018 budget. 

WHEELCHAIRS 
As many of you already know, we have various medical equipment (crutches, walkers, shower chairs, etc.) 
in the basement that members have donated and that are available for use by whoever may need them. We 
have also had 3 wheelchairs that were available for loan. Our large and small ones are on loan,  but we 
don’t know where our medium-sized one is. If you have it, or know who has it, please let us know. We don’t 
need it back if it is still in use, but we would like to know who has it. Due to our need for a larger wheelchair, 
the Memorial Fund has purchased one, and it is in the closet at the back of the sanctuary. This wheelchair 
is not available for loan, but will be reserved for use here at the church. 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS SATURDAY NIGHT, MARCH 10TH 
Just a reminder that Daylight Saving time is coming up. It begins at 2:00 am on Sunday 
March 11th, so be sure to set your clocks forward before you go to bed on Saturday 
night, march 10th. This is also a good time to replace the batteries in your smoke 
detectors and to turn your mattresses. 

mailto:clc@kvis.net.
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EXERCISE WITH AMY - Due to requests from the Arthritis Exercise group, Amy Smart has agreed to 
lead and continue these exercise classes (FH) every Tuesday @ 11:30 am and Thursday @ Noon. Come 
join us and start the new year with exercise and lots of fun doing it! 

Women’s Servant Trip 
Destination: 

South Lincoln County!!!!! 
March 19-23 

 
In 2015, we had a crazy idea to do a servant trip and stay home and sleep in our own beds and work 
locally.   Over 40 women participated!! 
 
While in Spokane on a servant trip in December, we revisited this idea.  Plans are now in process to 
connect the women of our church with 18 different organizations in Libby and Troy.   Some activities will 
even be in the evenings to allow working women to participate.  Watch the bulletin for details and sign-up.  
Mark your calendars for March 19-23! 

MARCH ADULT EDUCATION 
During March, in recognition of Women’s History Month, we will be viewing and discussing 
the film, “Miss Representation,” a 2011 documentary on how women are represented in the 
media, and how this affects their representation (or lack of representation) in other aspects of 
society. Each week, following worship, we will view a portion of the film and then discuss the 
issues raised, using a study guide from the ELCA. Although this is about women, men are 
encouraged to participate as well. 

Book Overview 
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER WINNER OF THE 2014 EDGAR AWARD FOR BEST 
NOVEL WINNER OF THE 2014 DILYS AWARD A SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL BEST 
BOOK OF 2013 "That was it. That was all of it. A grace so ordinary there was no reason at all 
to remember it. Yet I have never across the forty years since it was spoken forgotten a single 
word." New Bremen, Minnesota, 1961. The Twins were playing their debut season, ice-cold 
root beers were selling out at the soda counter of Halderson's Drugstore, and Hot Stuff comic 
books were a mainstay on every barbershop magazine rack. It was a time of innocence and 
hope for a country with a new, young president. But for thirteen-year-old Frank Drum it was a 
grim summer in which death visited frequently and assumed many forms. Accident. Nature. 

Suicide. Murder. Frank begins the season preoccupied with the concerns of any teenage boy, but when trag-
edy unexpectedly strikes his family which includes his Methodist minister father; his passionate, artistic moth-
er; Juilliard-bound older sister; and wise-beyond-his-years kid brother he finds himself thrust into an adult 
world full of secrets, lies, adultery, and betrayal, suddenly called upon to demonstrate a maturity and gump-
tion beyond his years. Told from Frank's perspective forty years after that fateful summer, Ordinary Grace is 
a brilliantly moving account of a boy standing at the door of his young manhood, trying to understand a world 
that seems to be falling apart around him. It is an unforgettable novel about discovering the terrible price of 
wisdom and the enduring grace of God. 
Books are available for $3.50.   
Discussion will be at 3:30 on Monday, February 26 in the Fireside Room 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 2018 

CLC UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Feb 8 -  Council Meeting, 6:00 pm 
Feb 11 - Gideons speaking at beginning of worship; discussion of Pr Les’ task Force results after worship. 
Feb 28 - Christ Kitchen, 5:00 pm 
March 11 -  Congregation Meeting to approve 2018 budget. 
June 23-July 4 - ELCA YOUTH GATHERING, Houston, Texas (See below) 
 
YOUTH FUNDRAISERS 
February 4th - Super Bowl Sub-Sandwich Sale, after worship – for summer camp 
February 18th – Spaghetti dinner – for Youth Gathering 
April 1st – Easter Breakfast – for summer camp 

ELCA YOUTH GATHERING 
This summer is the triennial National Youth Gathering. It will be in Houston Texas this time, and given what 
they’ve been through with the recent hurricane, there should be lots of opportunities for service. Two of our 
youth, Alexus and Billie Jo, will be going to this event (as well as Pastor Roberta), which means being gone 
June 23-July 4. It also means raising funds for the trip, so please watch for various opportunities to help in 
the next several months. 

FLBC EVENTS 
Adult Spirituality Retreat   April 15-17, 2018 
Biblical scholars often come up with very different ideas regarding well-known passages, 
insisting that people have missed the point of the story for centuries. Sometimes this can be 
very troubling; other times, it may actually be refreshing. There are times when a story that 
always bothered us may turn out to be more meaningful than we imagined  —but, then 
scholars have also acquired a reputation for sometimes ruining people’s favorite Bible 
stories. At this retreat, we will take five well-known passages from the Gospels and do some 
old-fashioned Bible study, exploring the passages and paying careful attention to some of 
the details. But we will do this with a “twist”  —in each case, Dr. Powell will explain why 
some interpreters think the traditional understanding is wrong and why they propose a 
different reading. 
 

Mark Allan Powell is Professor of New Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary and an internationally known 
biblical scholar. He is editor of the HarperCollins Bible Dictionary and author of more than 30 books and 
DVDs on the Bible and religion, including the widely used textbook, Introducing the New Testament (Baker 
Academic). He has also written in the areas of spiritual formation (Loving Jesus), stewardship (Giving To 
God), and homiletics (What Do They Hear?: Bridging the Gap between Pulpit and Pew). 
 

Retreat begins with dinner on Sunday and ends with lunch on Tuesday, plus lots of time for 
relaxation, worship, hiking,  and great conversations. 
Cost: $205/person; $95/day For CEU credits, contact NRIT at 406-453-1461 
Registration Available February 1 

LUTHERAN MEN’S RETREAT, FLBC, MARCH 9-10 
The Annual Men’s Retreat at Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp is on Friday and Saturday, March 9th & 10th. The 
featured speaker will be Pastor Mark Gravrock. There will also be fellowship, coffee, music, great food, 
beautiful scenery, discussion, snacks, meditation, devotions, faith stories and prayer. The cost is $70 in 
advance, $75 at the door. For more information, please call Don Beller, 257-3640. 

FLATHEAD CLUSTER WOMEN’S RETREAT, FLBC, APRIL 14th 
The Ladies of the Flathead Cluster invite you to their annual Cluster Retreat, being held at Flathead Lutheran 
Bible Camp on Saturday, April 14th. Spend a beautiful spring day of inspiration, singing, games and laughter, 
as well as good food. The cost is $21 and includes breakfast and lunch. For more information, call Pat Morgan 
at 250-5035. 
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Assistants at Worship for February 4 - April 15, 2018 
  
Feb 4 
Feb 11 
Feb 14 
Feb 18 
Feb 25 
Mar 4 
Mar 11 
Mar 18 
Mar 25 
Mar 29 
Mar 30 
Mar 31 
Apr 1 
Apr 8 
Apr 15 

Accompanist 
Carol & LeAnn (Listen) 
LeAnn Hilderman (E-10) 
Carol Rosenquist (Ash Wednesday) 
Carol Rosenquist (Feast) Lent 1 
LeAnn Hilderman (E-8) Lent 2 
LeAnn & Carol (Listen) Lent 3 
Carol Rosenquist (Grace) Lent 4 
Ellen Frament (E-4) Lent 5 
Carol Rosenquist(E-10)Palm Sunday 
Ellen Frament (Maundy Thursday) 
Carol 3pm, Ellen 7pm, Good Friday 
Caro Rosenquist, 8pm,Easter Vigil 
Ellen 9:30am Easter 
LeAnn & Carol (Listen)Holy Humor 
LeAnn Hilderman (E-8)  
 

  
Feb 4 
Feb 11 
Feb 14 
Feb 18 
Feb 25 
Mar 4 
Mar 11 
Mar 18 
Mar 25 
Mar 29 
Mar 30 
Mar 31 
Apr 1 
Apr 8 
Apr 15 

Assisting Minister 
Amy Smart 
Donna Havens 
Chloe Adamson 
Ramona Baney 
Chloe Adamson 
Brenda Swanson 
Donna Havens 
Amy Smart 
Chloe Adamson 
Sandy Wagner 
Amy Smart 7pm 
Chloe Adamson 
Vernie,6:45am; Ramona Baney, 9:30 am 
Brenda Swanson 
Sandy Wagner 

 
Feb 4 
Feb 11 
Feb 14 
Feb 18 
Feb 25 
Mar 4 
Mar 11 
Mar 18 
Mar 25 
Mar 29 
Mar 30 
Mar 31 
Apr 1 
Apr 8 
Apr 15 

Lector 
Sandy Wagner 
Susie Rice 
Brenda Swanson 
Vernie Tiwater 
Sarah Johnson 
Susie Rice 
Tom Grabinski 
Sandy Wagner 
Alvira Jones 
 
 
 
Tom Jones, 9:30 am 
Dave Swanson 
Marie Perez 

  
Feb 4 
Feb 11 
Feb 14 
Feb 18 
Feb 25 
Mar 4 
Mar 11 
Mar 18 
Mar 25 
Mar 29 
Mar 30 
Mar 31 
Apr 1 
Apr 8 
Apr 15 

Ushers 
Marge & Ed Moe 
Faith & Tim Siefke 
 
Margy & Les Nelson 
Christine Moeller 
Christine Moeller 
Faith & Tim Siefke 
Margy & Les Nelson 
Marge & Ed Moe 
Chloe & Jessica 
 
Chloe Adamson 
Marlene Nelson,9:30am 
Debbie & Joan Sonju 
Marge & Ed Moe 
 

 
Feb 4 
Feb 11 
Feb 14 
Feb 18 
Feb 25 
Mar 4 
Mar 11 
Mar 18 
Mar 25 
Mar 29 
Mar 30 
Mar 31 
Apr 1 
Apr 8 
Apr 15 

Greeters 
Faith & Tim Siefke 
Larry Hebenstreit & Tina Nitschke 
Naomi & Daryl Nash 
Joan & Debbie Sonju 
Jean Sonju 
Naomi & Daryl Nash 
Larry Hebenstreit & Tina Nitschke 
Chloe Adamson & Jessica 
Faith & Tim Siefke 
Joan & Debbie Sonju 
 
 
Jean Sonju, 9:30 am 
Tina Nitschke & Marie Perez 
Chloe Adamson & Marlene Nelson 

 
Feb 4 
Feb 11 
Feb 14 
Feb 18 
Feb 25 
Mar 4 
Mar 11 
Mar 18 
Mar 25 
Mar 29 
Mar 30 
Mar 31 
Apr 1 
Apr 8 
Apr 15 

Sunday Coffee Clean-Up 
Shirley Chase & Naomi Nash 
Chloe & Marlene Nelson 
 
Paula Schauss & Sharon Mills 
Barb Messick & Janice Berget 
Norma Moeller & Faith Siefke 
Chloe & Marlene Nelson 
Paula Schauss & Sharon Mills 
Naomi Nash & Rita Gillan 
None 
None 
None 
 
Sonju Ladies 
Paula Schauss & Barb Messick 

                                      ALTAR CARE 
February                                                                   March                                                        April 
Faith & Tim Siefke  


