April 28, 2019—July 28, 2019

Christ Lutheran Church
Inside this issue:

DRIVER AND VEHICLE NEEDED TO TAKE QUILTS TO KALISPELL MAY 10
The quilters need someone to take the LWR quits to Kalispell on Friday, May 10th. The
quilts must be delivered to Trinity Lutheran Church in Kalispell between 10:30am and
Noon that day. The quilts are typically loaded at our church the previous afternoon
(Thursday, May 9th). The driver needs to be able to help move the boxes from their
vehicle to the shipping truck (if you can take someone to help, even better). The
vehicle needs to be large enough to hold 30-35 medium and large boxes (around 600
pounds), and keep them out of the elements (an open bed truck would not work--needs
to have some kind of cover). A trailer is also a possibility. If you can help, or for more
information, please contact Chloe Adamson. Thank you.

WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICES
This Wednesday, April 24th, will be the last Wednesday service until further notice.
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Get a Ride/Give a Ride
Would you like a ride to church? Would you be willing to give your
friend/neighbor a ride to church? I would like to set up a church
transportation system if there is enough interest. Please let me know if
you need a ride or can help by giving someone a ride. You can call me
at 293-1370, email me at bella_ringer@hotmail.com or there will be a sign-up sheet
at church.
Thanks!
Debbie Sonju, Evangelsim Secretary
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New Life, New Beginnings
As we enter the Easter Season, we enter a time of new beginnings. In the death and
resurrection of Jesus, we are all given a new life in Christ. And as we journey through
Spring in Montana, we also see signs of new life all around us. Grass is growing, trees are
budding and leafing out, flowers are blooming. There are new lambs, new calves, and new
fawns. New life can also be seen in new beginnings. And with new beginnings, with new
journeys, comes the end of other journeys.
As most of you are already aware, my journey as your pastor is coming to an end. My last
Sunday will be April 28. I do not know yet what is next for me. I will be spending some
time discerning where God is calling me next, both in location and in vocation.
This time of transition is a time for reflection on where I as a pastor, and you as a congregation and as individuals,
have come over the last four and half years of our time together. It is also a time for you as a congregation to
envision where God is calling you next: what God wants you to do, and who God wants you to be. That will
eventually inform who you should call as the next pastor.
Transitions are not easy. We humans don’t necessarily like or welcome change. And yet we are in fact changing all
the time, whether we notice it or not, whether we like it or not. Babies become toddlers, toddlers become preschoolers. Eventually children become teenagers and ultimately adults. Working adults eventually become retired
adults. Even as we miss the previous stages of life, even as we may be anxious about what is to come in the next
stage, there is also growth and value, as well as wonder and amazement, in the new stages as well.
So it is with our individual journeys and your journey as a congregation. There will be aspects of previous stages
that will be missed, and we may be sad to leave that stage, to leave those people. One may also feel anxious about
not knowing what’s next. And yet we must trust that God is with each of us in these journeys, individually and as a
congregation. As I’ve heard it said, “we do not know what the future holds, but we know who holds the future.”
Please pray for me as I step into this next stage of my life and vocation. Please also pray for one another, for the
congregation, for the council, for the pastors and LPAs who will be preaching and leading worship in the coming
weeks and months, for your interim, and for your eventual next pastor.
Finally, be kind to one another. Be patient with one another. Listen to one another. As Luther says in his explanation
of the 8th commandment:
We are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our neighbors, betray or slander them, or
destroy their reputations. Instead we are to come to their defense, speak well of them, and interpret
everything they do in the best possible light.
Blessings on your journey,
Pastor Roberta

SEEKING NEWSLETTER EDITOR/CONTRIBUTORS
As many of you already know, we've reduced our newsletter to quarterly due in part to lack of content. However,
it has been suggested that there is a lot of potential content out there, we just need someone (or several
someones) to seek out that content and write it up. So, if you would be interested in either overseeing the
newsletter content, or writing articles for the newsletter, please let Jan McGarry know. Thanks!
Pr Roberta

PRAYER NEEDS:
Ruth Jacobs, Matthew White, Brenda Bosch, Bev Jacobs, Sara Whitehouse, Jan Jellesed, Terrie Noser, Lynne
Finley, KenniAnn Schauer, Marlene Nelson, Jeremy Scott, Joyce Lelm Toni Kilpatrick, Ellen Weiser, Carol
Rosenquist, Joe Schnackenberg, Lee Disney, Tim Stuckey, David Kieffer, Brian Kieffer, Rick Sonju, Alivia
Casperson. and all those in hospital and nursing homes and those serving in the armed services and all of their
families. Jan McGarry
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Greetings from your President.
Happy spring, and a blessed Easter to each and every one of you. As much as I love the winter season, I
am so glad spring has arrived. I look forward to Easter and all the opportunities to worship and remember
the special gifts that Jesus gave to each of us.
Everywhere I look I see changes. That includes the changes that are happening right here at Christ
Lutheran Church. Most of you should be aware by now that Pastor Roberta has decided to leave Christ
Lutheran Church at the end of April. I am thankful for her ministry and partnership that she has shared with
us these last 4 ½ years. Although I will miss her and the friendship she has provided to me over the years, I
am excited for her to begin a new chapter of her life. Wherever she goes, whatever she does, we send our
blessings and best wishes with her. Thank you so much, Pastor! Please join us for a celebration potluck in
honor of Pastor on April 28th, following the service.
With GOD all things are possible. I truly believe He has marvelous plans for us here at Christ Lutheran. I
look forward to this opportunity to really look and question where we have been and ask ourselves where we
want to go tomorrow and in the future. In my last newsletter article, I promised we would have some
visioning sessions to discuss these very issues. Lucky for me, one of the responsibilities of an interim
Pastor is to guide us through that exact process. I would ask all of us to give this topic some prayerful
consideration over the next few months.
The executive team, council and many volunteers will be busy in the coming months making sure that all
your spiritual needs are being meet. The council has visited with the Bishop about a possible interim Pastor
and the executive committee will be meeting with him soon. In the meantime, I am arranging for preaching
on Sunday mornings until the interim pastor arrives later this summer. I have had very positive responses
from a number of retired Pastors including a couple whom you are very familiar with J (Pastor Nelson and
Pastor Benson), as well as a new face, Pastor Dave Rommereim from Whitefish whom I’m sure you will
enjoy. I have also arranged for several LPAs to serve us, including Jon Dunham and the Connors from
Kalispell. Rest assured, you will be in good hands.
A special thank you in advance to the many members of the congregation who will be stepping up to help us
meet the challenges over the next few months. Your support will be greatly appreciated.
I would ask that you continue to pray for Pastor Roberta, the congregation and your leaders during this time
of transition. Please do not hesitate to reach out to any of your leaders with concerns.
Blessings,
Barbara Anderson

As announced last month by our Congregational Life Secretariat, Amy Guth, we will be
highlighting a member of Christ Lutheran Church during our potluck the last Sunday of each
month. In March we highlighted Myrtle Andres and for April it was Pastor Roberta as a farewell.

RECYCLING CHANGES

As some of you may be aware, what and how we recycle has changed (again). First, we must separate
magazines and newspapers from office paper and from each other. So, there are now separate containers in
the freezer room for those items. Second, only white office paper is being accepted, so colored paper must
now go in the trash. We appreciate your cooperation in recycling what can be recycled.
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KUDOS KORNER
The “Kudos Korner” section is where we can acknowledge praiseworthy actions that we’ve
witnessed in our church since the last newsletter. The idea is for people to anonymously
submit short descriptions or thanks for things they have seen happen within our church.
Individuals or groups should be acknowledged in these descriptions. Submit your
anonymous praises to the church secretary, either hand-written or email to clc@kvis.net. Kudos submissions for
this newsletter are: No KUDOS submitted for this newsletter.

HUMOR
God’s kids say & do the funniest things
A mother was concerned about her kindergarten son, Timmy, walking to school. He didn't want his mother to
walk with him. She wanted to give him the feeling that he had some independence, but yet know that he was
safe.
So she asked a neighbor if she would please follow him to school in the mornings, staying a safe distance, so
he wouldn't notice her. The neighbor agreed.
The next school day the neighbor and her little girl set out following behind Timmy and another little neighbor
boy as they walked to school. She did this for a whole week.
Timmy's friend noticed this and asked Timmy, "Have you noticed that lady following us to school all week? Do
you know her?"
Timmy casually replied, "Yeah, I know who she is. That's Shirley Goodnest, and her daughter, Marcy."
"Shirley Goodnest? Who the heck is she and why is she following us?" Timmy's friend asked.
"Well," Timmy explained, "every night my Mom makes me say the 23rd Psalm with my prayers, 'cause she
worries about me so much. And in the Psalm, it says, 'Shirley Goodnest and Marcy shall follow me all the days
of my life,' so I guess I'll just have to get used to it."
‒ Rev. Dale Schoening
Madrid, IA

Yoga with Amy: Amy has opened up her Yoga class to all interested in participating. It meets at 6:45 pm
each Sunday at CLC. There is no charge, but donations are welcome.

Church Council Members:
Barb Anderson, President
Brenda Swanson, Vice President
Barb Neumann, Secretary
Ellen Frament, Treasurer
Vacant, Past President
Council Secretariats:
Amy Guth, Congregational Life
Naomi Nash, Education/Youth
Debbie Sonju, Evangelism
Sandy Wagner, Facilities
Anita Rossing, Social Ministry
Amy Smart, Stewardship
Ramona Baney, Worship
Youth Rep , Vacant

Nominating Committee
Susie Rice, Donna Havens, Shirley Chase, Jasmine Allen
Council Members: Steve Sonju, Amy Guth,
Endowment Fund Committee
Alvira Jones, President, Ellen Frament, Sandy Wagner ,
Dave Swanson, James Wardensky
Audit Committee: Susie Rice, Tom Jones, Valerie Day
Staff Support Committee:
Memorial Fund Committee:
Chloe Adamson, Shirley Chase, Debbie Sonju, Pr Roberta Smythe

Executive Committee Members:
Barb Anderson, President
Brenda Swanson, Vice President
Ellen Frament, Treasurer
Barb Benson Neumann, Secretary

skier56@frontiernet.net 291-9081
swanson59923@gmail.com 293-9686
eframent@gmail.com 283-1047
bbenson@mt.gov 293-7862
4

Bishop Election
Every six years we have the awesome responsibility of calling a bishop to serve the Montana Synod
community. More often we call this a bishop election, which is true as well. We do create
ballots, cast and count votes; and the person with the most votes becomes the bishop. But
I think it is important to remember this is ultimately a call process. In Montana, we use an
“Ecclesiastical Ballot”, which avoids pre-knowledge of the nominees, as well as any
campaigning, prior to the voting process. This process allows and invites the Holy Spirit to
be an active part of the process with both the nominees and the voting body.
The ecclesiastical ballot is prescribed and defined by the Montana Synod Constitution
(S9.04). The process is a series of five ballots. The first ballot, the nominating ballot, is
blank. The assembly voting members will be asked to write in the name of an eligible
candidate – all rostered ELCA pastors are eligible. Nominated pastors may withdraw prior
to the second ballot. Those who accept the nomination may not subsequently withdraw
and agree to serve as bishop, if elected. The names of all pastors who accept the
nomination will appear on the second ballot, regardless of the number of votes received
on the first ballot. The seven pastors who received the most legal votes cast on the
second ballot will appear on the third ballot (more, if ties). The three pastors who received
the most legal votes cast on the third ballot will appear on the fourth ballot (more, if
ties). The two pastors who receive the most legal votes on the fourth ballot will appear on the fifth ballot (more if
ties).
Prior to the third ballot, the assembly will be provided with biographical information and each of the seven
pastors on the ballot will address the assembly for up to five minutes. Prior to the fourth ballot, the three pastors
on the ballot will participate in a brief question and answer forum.
All five ballots may not be necessary to elect the bishop. If one pastor receives 75% or more of the legal ballots
cast on either the first or second ballot, that pastor will be elected. Two-thirds of the legal ballots cast is
necessary to elect the bishop on the third ballot and 60% of the legal ballots cast is necessary to elect the
bishop on the fourth ballot.
Rev. Wm Chris Boerger, the Secretary of the ELCA, will represent ELCA Churchwide at the Montana Synod
Assembly and, in that capacity, will preside during the bishop election. The Synod’s Bishop Election Committee,
all of whom are lay persons, will assist with the election. This is in accordance with the 2019 Montana Synod
Assembly Rules of Organization and Procedure, approved by the Synod Council at their February 2019
meeting.
In preparation for the bishop election, please share this information with your congregation’s voting members. I
also request that pastors be prepared to provide the biographical information and complete the required
disclosure form.
Bishop Jessica Crist
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Our book for May will be “Mrs. Lincoln’s Dresmaker” by Jennifer Chiaverini
.
New York Times bestselling author Jennifer Chiaverini s compelling historical novel unveils the
private lives of Abraham and Mary Lincoln through the perspective of the First Lady s most trusted
confidante and friend, her dressmaker, Elizabeth Keckley. In a life that spanned nearly a century
and witnessed some of the most momentous events in American history, Elizabeth Hobbs Keckley
was born a slave. A gifted seamstress, she earned her freedom by the skill of her needle, and won the
friendship of First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln by her devotion. A sweeping historical novel, Mrs. Lincoln s
Dressmaker illuminates the extraordinary relationship the two women shared, beginning in the hallowed
halls of the White House during the trials of the Civil War and enduring almost, but not quite, to the end of
Mrs. Lincoln s days."
Books are $4.00 and will be available at the April discussion Monday, April 29 @ 3:30.
HUMOR
Pastor is proud of his 3 new online assistants
(Joyful Noiseletter Associate Editor Rev. Paul Lintern, pastor of Oakland Lutheran and Southside
Christian Churches in Mansfield, OH, describes the enthusiasm of fictional Pastor Jeff Mutton of Good
Lord Community Church for his three new assistants.)
Pastor Jeff Mutton was smiling at his desk when his colleague from Holy Ghost Church stopped by one
winter morning.
“What makes you so cheerful on this frosty morning, Jeff?” his friend asked.
“Oh hi, Barney. I’m just reaping the benefits of my new assistant ministers.”
“You added staff?”
“Three of them, and they are sharp as a tack and helpful as can be,” Jeff replied.
“Where are they? You don’t have much extra office space.”
“They work from unconventional locations; I just call them and they keep me informed,” Jeff smiled.
“Watch this.
“Hey Siri,” he said into his phone. “What is the theme for Vacation Bible School this year?”
Immediately a voice responded.
“The theme of this year’s Vacation Bible School is ‘Listen to Jesus, and your VBS teacher,” Siri replied.
“Thank you,” Pastor Mutton said, smiling.
“She sounds very nice, and intelligent,” Barney said.
“Hasn’t let me down yet. I get all my research information from her, too. Watch: Hey Siri, where in the Bible does Jesus talk about money?”
“I found 92 locations in the Bible that refer to money and Jesus. Would you like me to list them for you?”
Siri asked.
“Maybe later, thank you,” Pastor Mutton said.
“My pleasure,” Siri responded.
“That is remarkable,” Barney said. “And you have others?”
“Well, I have a new building manager, who can talk to me no matter where she is, through this little round
intercom. Watch.
“Alexa, turn off the fellowship hall lights.”
“Turning off the fellowship hall lights,” came the response.
They could see from Pastor Mutton’s office window, the hall lights go off across the courtyard.
“Alexa, unlock the main office door.”
“Unlocking the main office door,” Alexa replied, and the men heard a click in the outer hallway.”
“Alexa, start the coffee machine.”
“Making the mocha,” said the voice, and Barney’s eyes got big as he heard the telltale gurgle of hot water
and began to smell the aroma.
“She is a blessing,” Barney said.
“She takes care of everything in the building in terms of security and hospitality,” Jeff said.
“She sounds, well, efficient,” Barney commented.
Pastor Mutton smiled. “Not as much personality as we might want, but she is efficient, and our building
committee loves that.
“And let me introduce you to my new administrative assistant. We interact strictly by e-mail, on-line, but he
keeps track of all the data we need to run the congregation like the well-anointed machine it needs to be.”
Pastor Mutton spoke into his laptop as the words appeared on the screen:
“Good morning, Mr. Google…”
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MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH AT FLBC, MAY 12TH
Bring your family to camp to celebrate Mom’s special day! All are invited to Mother’s Day brunch overlooking
the shores of Flathead Lake. Brunch will be served in 3 seatings: 9:30, 11:00 and 12:30. Advanced
reservations required by calling 406-752-6602

FLBC WOMENS RETREAT, JUNE 7-9
Join for a weekend of engaging Bible study led by Pastor Susan Briehl in an exploration of the
Psalms. Pastor Susan is a Lutheran pastor rostered in the Indiana-Kentucky Synod (ELCA).
Enjoy relaxing activities and great food. Additional retreat information, including cost and
registration is posted on the Narthex bulletin board.
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Assistants at Worship for April 28, 2019 - July 28, 2019
Apr 28
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Accompanist
LeAnn & Carol(Listen)
Carol Rosenquist (E-10)
LeAnn Hilderman (Feast)
Ellen Frament (E-8)
LeAnn Hilderman (E-4)
Carol Rosenquist (Grace)
Carol Rosenquist (E-10)
LeAnn & Carol (Listen)
Ellen Frament (Feast)
LeAnn Hilderman (E-8)
Carol Rosenquist (Grace)
Ellen Frament (E-4)
LeAnn & Carol (Listen)
Carol Rosenquit (E-10)

Apr 28
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Assisting Minister
Amy Smart
Sandy Wagner
Donna Havens
Dave Swanson
Brenda Swanson
Sandy Wagner
Donna Havens
Amy Smart
Ramona Baney
Sandy Wagner
Susie Rice
Ramona Baney
Chloe Adamson
Jon Dunham

Apr 28
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Lector
Naomi Nash
Mike Gillan
Anna Guthrie
Sarah Johnson
Gary Roberts
Linda Kuntz
Phyll Mackey
Alvira Jones
Sarah Johnson
Donna Havens
Barb Hoff
Chloe Adamson
Donna Havens
Alvira Jones

Apr 28
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Ushers
Mary Beth Alkire & Pat Eblen
Anna Guthrie
Mary Beth Alkire & Pat Eblen
Mary Beth Alkire & Pat Eblen
Mary Beth Alkire & Pat Eblen
Shirley Chase
Faith & Tim Siefke
Sandy & John Wagner
Sandy & John Wagner
Ramona & Don Baney
Faith & Tim Siefke
Vernie & Rusty Tiwater
Debbie & Joan Sonju
Chloe Adamson

Apr 28
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Greeters
Chloe Adamson
Joan & Debbie Sonju

Apr 28
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Jean Sonju
Faith & Tim Siefke
Jean Sonju
Tina Nitschke & Marie Perez
Chloe Adamson
Joan & Debbie Sonju
Faith & Tim Siefke
Jean Sonju

Acolyte: Apr 28
June 16

May

Margy Nelson

May 5
June 23

May 12
June 30

May 19
July 7

May 26
July14

ALTAR CARE
June

Debbie & Joan Sonju
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Sunday Coffee Clean-Up
Naomi Nash, Sharon Mills, Chloe
Joan & Debbie Sonju
Rita Gillan
Alvira Jones & Sharyl Hurd
Linda Kuntz
Joan & Debbie Sonju
Chloe Adamson

June 2
July 21

June 9
July 28

July

Margy Nelson

UPCOMING EVENTS 2019
CLC UPCOMING EVENTS:
CLC Potluck - May 26 after worship
Synod Assembly/Bishop Election - May 31-Jul 2 at Great Falls

FLBC EVENTS
May 12 - Mother’s Day Brunch at FLBC
May 24-26 - Memorial Day Thrivent Work Retreat at FLBC (more info on flyer in CLC narthex)
June 7 –9 - FLBC Women’s Retreat

IN THE COMMUNITY
STOKR - May 11-12
Wings - May 1-30 Wings events are posted on the Narthex Bulletin Board
Chonda Pierce Movie, May 7th, 7pm at Dome Theater. $14
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